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What is Picturing America? Picturing America is an innovative program that helps
teach American history and provides students with a gateway to the entire universe of
the humanities. Picturing America is a free resource that provides each participating
institution with a comprehensive package of materials that includes:

« Forty large, high-quality color reproductions of the selected masterpieces (24" x
36”).

e A Teachers Resource Book providing a wide range of ideas and background infor-
mation to support educators using the works of art in core subject areas.

« Additional resources and lesson plans available through PicturingAmerica.neh.gov.

Picturing America is no longer accepting applications for material, but the site offers
several resources that are available for download.
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Issues of Class in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, Depression in J.D: Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye,
Political Issues in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter Series, Racism in The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Women'’s
issues in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, Class Conflict in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby,
Industrialism in John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, Male and Female Roles in Ernest Hemingway’s The
Sun Also Rises, Racism in Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, Suicide in Arthur Miller’'s Death of a Salesman,
Women'’s Issues in Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club, Workers’ Rights in Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle
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Maya Angelou

LETTER TO MY DAULHTER

Comedy at the Edge : How Stand-up in the 1970s Changed America
by Richard Zoglin

New York : Bloomsbury : Distributed to the trade by Macmillan, 2008.
Call Number: PN1969.C65 Z64 2008

What Peter Biskind did for filmmaking, Time magazine critic Richard Zoglin does for comedy in
this meticulously researched and hilariously readable account of stand-up comedy in the 1970s.
In the rock-and-roll 1970s, a new breed of comic, inspired by the fearless Lenny Bruce, made
telling jokes an art form. Innovative comedians like George Carlin, Richard Pryor, and Robert
Klein, and, later, Steve Martin, Albert Brooks, Robin Williams, and Andy Kaufman, tore through
the country and became as big as rock stars in an era when Saturday Night Live was the apo-
theosis of cool and the Improv, Catch a Rising Star, and the Comedy Store were the hottest clubs
around. In Comedy at the Edge, Richard Zoglin gives a backstage view of the time, when a group
of brilliant, iconoclastic comedians ruled the world—and quite possibly changed it, too. Based on
extensive interviews with club owners, agents, producers—and with unprecedented and unlimited
access to the players themselves—Comedy at the Edge is a no-holds barred, behind-the-scenes
look at one of the most influential and tumultuous decades in American popular culture.
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How Cell Phones and the Internet Change the Way We Live, Work, and Play
by Jarice Hanson

Westport, Conn. : Praeger, 2007.

Call Number: HE9713 .H365 2007

Hanson (communication, U. of Massachusetts) explores the cultural impact in the United States
of widespread and growing cell phone and Internet access and use. First providing a
sociological profile of who uses these communication technologies and why, she subsequently
offers chapters that examine the way some people lose personal control over their use of these
technologies, the technologies' uses as avenues of public information exchange, social
networking and loss of privacy, developing issues of copyright and intellectual property, and
impacts on older technologies such as public telephone booths and traditional media.
Annotation ©2007 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com)

Letter to My Daughter

by Maya Angelou

New York : Random House, 2008.

Call Number: PS3551.N464 7468 2008 or Angelou Leisure Collection

For a world of devoted readers, a much-awaited new volume of absorbing stories and
inspirational wisdom from one of our best-loved writers. Dedicated to the daughter she never had
but sees all around her, Letter to My Daughter reveals Maya Angelou’s path to living well and
living a life with meaning. Told in her own inimitable style, this book transcends genres and
categories: guidebook, memoir, poetry, and pure delight. Here in short spellbinding essays are
glimpses of the tumultuous life that led Angelou to an exalted place in American letters and taught
her lessons in compassion and fortitude: how she was brought up by her indomitable
grandmother in segregated Arkansas, taken in at thirteen by her more worldly and less religious
mother, and grew to be an awkward, six-foot-tall teenager whose first experience of loveless sex
paradoxically left her with her greatest gift, a son. Whether she is recalling such lost friends as
Coretta Scott King and Ossie Davis, extolling honesty, decrying vulgarity, explaining why
becoming a Christian is a “lifelong endeavor,” or simply singing the praises of a meal of red
rice—Maya Angelou writes from the heart to millions of women she considers her extended family.
Like the rest of her remarkable work, Letter to My Daughter entertains and teaches; it is a book to
cherish, savor, re-read, and share. “l gave birth to one child, a son, but | have thousands of
daughters. You are Black and White, Jewish and Muslim, Asian, Spanish speaking, Native
Americans and Aleut. You are fat and thin and pretty and plain, gay and straight, educated and
unlettered, and | am speaking to you all. Here is my offering to you.” —from Letter to My Daughter
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The Hour | First Believed : A Novel

by Wally Lamb

New York : HarperCollins Publishers, 2008.
Call Number: Lamb Leisure Book

In his new novel, The Hour | First Believed, Lamb travels well beyond his earlier work and embodies
in his fiction myth, psychology, family history stretching back many generations, and the questions of
faith that lie at the heart of everyday life. The result is an extraordinary tour de force, at once a
meditation on the human condition and an unflinching yet compassionate evocation of character.
When forty-seven-year-old high school teacher Caelum Quirk and his younger wife, Maureen, a
school nurse, move to Littleton, Colorado, they both get jobs at Columbine High School. In April
1999, Caelum returns home to Three Rivers, Connecticut, to be with his aunt who has just had a
stroke. But Maureen finds herself in the school library at Columbine, cowering in a cabinet and
expecting to be killed, as two vengeful students go on a carefully premeditated, murderous
rampage. Miraculously she survives, but at a cost: she is unable to recover from the trauma. Caelum
and Maureen flee Colorado and return to an illusion of safety at the Quirk family farm in Three
Rivers. But the effects of chaos are not so easily put right, and further tragedy ensues. While
Maureen fights to regain her sanity, Caelum discovers a cache of old diaries, letters, and newspaper
clippings in an upstairs bedroom of his family's house. The colorful and intriguing story they recount
spans five generations of Quirk family ancestors, from the Civil War era to Caelum's own troubled
childhood. Piece by piece, Caelum reconstructs the lives of the women and men whose legacy he
bears. Unimaginable secrets emerge; long-buried fear, anger, guilt, and grief rise to the surface.

BlackBerry for Dummies

by Robert Kao and Dante Sarigumba
Hoboken, NJ : Wiley Pub., 2008.
Call Number:QA76.8.B53 K36 2008

What's part PDA, part smartphone, and part media player? Your BlackBerry, naturally! Whether it's
the popular Pearl, the sleek Curve, or the hardworking 8800, your BlackBerry handheld device is
loaded with features to make your life easier—if you can figure out how to use them. BlackBerry
For Dummies, comes to the rescue with just what you need to know to get the most from this
amazing device. It covers the newest BlackBerry models and all the latest developments, like
SureType vs. QWERTY keyboards and the new trackball navigation method. You'll discover how
to set up your BlackBerry as a full-fledged PDA, but also how to use the camera, play music and
videos, make phone calls, and know where you are with GPS. BlackBerry For Dummies, shows
you how to: Surf the Web and send and receive e-mail Keep your calendar, contacts, and to-do list
Make your BlackBerry a mobile mini-office Sync data with your desktop Install a MicroSD card for
extra memory Watch movies and listen to music Let your BlackBerry double as a laptop modem
Protect your personal information Use your BlackBerry almost anywhere in the world. Because the
BlackBerry world changes so quickly, BlackBerry For Dummies, features a companion Web site
that maintains the latest news and updates, so you'll always be up to date. It's a pretty sweet deal!

Dream Not of Other Worlds :

Teaching in a Segregated Elementary School, 1970
by Huston Diehl

SR P D lowa City : University of lowa Press, 2007.

vty ol 1970 ¥l Call Number: LC2802.V8 D54 2007

When Huston Diehl began teaching a fourth-grade class in a "Negro" elementary school in rural
Louisa County, Virginia, the school’'s white superintendent assured her that he didn't expect her
to teach "those children" anything. She soon discovered how these low expectations, widely
shared by the white community, impeded her students' ability to learn. With its overcrowded
classrooms, poorly trained teachers, empty bookshelves, and meager supplies, her segregated
school was vastly inferior to the county's white elementary schools, and the message it sent her
students was clear: "dream not of other worlds." In her often lyrical memoir, Diehl reveals how, in
the intimacy of the classroom, her students reached out to her, a young white northerner, and
shared their fears, anxieties, and personal beliefs. Repeatedly surprised and challenged by her
students, Diehl questions her long-standing middle-class assumptions and confronts her own
prejudices. In doing so, she eloquently reflects on what the students taught her about the hurt of
bigotry and the humiliation of poverty as well as dignity, courage, and resiliency.
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