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The National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC) and Phi Theta Kappa invite 
you to attend the Phi Theta Kappa Honors Satellite Series. 
Dates for the live 2008 seminars are listed below. 
 
Dr. Richard Heinzl 
Lessons from Abroad:  Opportunities in a Borderless World 
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 , 7:30pm,  
Tarpon Springs Campus: Room OL103 
Seminole Campus: Room UP303 
 
Dr. Raquel Pinderhughes 
Pathways out of Poverty through Green Collar Jobs: 
The Role of Scholarship in Improving Quality of Life for Urban Residents 
Tuesday, October 7, 2008, 7:30pm 
Tarpon Springs Campus: Room OL103 
Seminole Campus: Room UP303 
 
Eric Weiner 
The Geography of Bliss 
Tuesday, October 21, 2008, 7:30pm 
Tarpon Springs Campus: Room OL103 
Seminole Campus: Room UP303 
 
Dr. Michael Galaty 
Archaeological Evidence for the Origins of Affluence 
Tuesday, November 18, 2008, 7:30pm 
Tarpon Springs Campus: Room OL103 
Seminole Campus: Room UP303 
 
To obtain additional information regarding this series please visit the following 
link:  http://www.ptk.org/honors/seminars/  

Check out books published by lecturers at your nearest SPC library! 

2008-2010 Honors Study Topics 
The Paradox of Affluence: Choices, Challenges, and Consequences 



The Small-Mart Revolution : 
How Local Businesses are Beating the Global Competition 
by Michael H. Shuman  
San Francisco : Berrett-Koehler, 2006. 
Call Number: HD2346.U5 S55 2006  

The Trouble with Boys : A Surprising Report Card on our Sons, Their 
Problems at School, and What Parents and Educators Must Do 
by Peg Tyre 
New York : Crown Publishers, 2008.  
Call Number: LC1397 .T97 2008 

How the States Got Their Shapes 
by Mark Stein 
New York : Smithsonian Books/Collins, 2008.  
Call Number: E180 .S74 2008 

Drawing on the U.S. Geological Survey's "National Atlas of the U.S." website and other 
sources, Stein (a playwright/screenwriter who has taught writing and drama at  
American U. and Catholic U. in Washington, DC) relates interesting state-by-state 
backstories behind the jigsaw puzzle-like shapes of the 50 states--despite government 
efforts to equalize them in terms of size. Illustrations aid in explaining the historical  
derivation of their sometimes odd borders and answering questions such as: Why is 
California so big? Annotation ©2008 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com) 

American business consultant Shuman explains the devastation giant multinational 
corporation wreak on local economies and societies, the alternative of local ownership 
and import substitution, and the competitive advantage of being small. Then he  
suggests how consumers, investors, entrepreneurs, policymakers, community  
builders, and even globalizers can help.  Annotation ©2006 Book News, Inc., Portland, 
OR (booknews.com) 

From the moment they step into the classroom, boys begin to struggle. They get expelled 
from preschool nearly five times more often than girls; in elementary school, they’re  
diagnosed with learning disorders four times as often. By eighth grade huge numbers are 
reading below basic level. And by high school, they’re heavily outnumbered in AP 
classes and, save for the realm of athletics, show indifference to most extra-curricular 
activities. Perhaps most alarmingly, boys now account for less than 43 percent of those 
enrolled in college, and the gap widens every semester! The imbalance in higher  
education isn’t just a “boy problem,” though. Boys’ decreasing college attendance is bad 
news for girls, too, because admissions officers seeking balanced student bodies pass 
over girls in favor of boys. The growing gender imbalance in education portends massive 
shifts for the next generation: how much they make and whom they marry. Interviewing 
hundreds of parents, kids, teachers, and experts, award-winning journalist Peg Tyre drills 
below the eye-catching statistics to examine how the educational system is failing our 
sons. She explores the convergence of culprits, from the emphasis on high-stress  
academics in preschool and kindergarten, when most boys just can’t tolerate sitting still, 
to the outright banning of recess, from the demands of No Child Left Behind, with its rigid 
emphasis on test-taking, to the boy-unfriendly modern curriculum with its focus on writing 
about “feelings” and its purging of “high-action” reading material, from the rise of video 
gaming and schools’ unease with technology to the lack of male teachers as role models. 
But this passionate, clearheaded book isn’t an exercise in finger-pointing. 

New Books

http://www.linccweb.org/catalog?lib_code=flcc2400&index=BN&query=9780061431388
http://www.linccweb.org/catalog?lib_code=flcc2400&index=BN&query=9780307381286
http://www.linccweb.org/catalog?lib_code=flcc2400&index=BN&query=1576753867


Upgrade your Life : The Lifehacker Guide to Working Smarter, Faster, Better 
by Gina Trapani  
Indianapolis, IN : Wiley Pub., 2008.  
Call Number: QA76.5 .T6737 2008 

"This book isn't a computer user manual, and it isn't a productivity system. It's a mashup of 
both. It's where you learn to practice big-picture productivity methods on your very own 
computer desktop. Whether you're a Mac or Windows user, know only enough to get by or are 
the family tech support geek, there are tricks here for you. Whether or not you've been  
turbocharging your day with the tips from Gina's first Lifehacker book, you'll feast on this buffet 
of new shortcuts to make technology your ally instead of your adversary."--BOOK JACKET. 

Frankenstein : A Cultural History 
by Susan Tyler Hitchcock  
New York : W.W. Norton, 2007.  
Call Number: PR5397 .H58 2007 

A lively history of the Frankenstein myth, tracing its evolution from a Romantic nightmare 
to its prominence in today's imaginative landscape. Frankenstein began as the nightmare 
of an unwed teenage mother in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1816. At a time when the moral 
universe was shifting and advances in scientific knowledge promised humans dominion 
over that which had been God's alone, Mary Shelley envisioned a story of human  
presumption and its misbegotten consequences. Two centuries later, that story is still  
constantly retold and reinterpreted, from Halloween cartoons to ominous allusions in the  
public debate, capturing and conveying meaning central to our consciousness today and 
our concerns for tomorrow. From Victorian musical theater to Boris Karloff with neck bolts, 
to invocations at the President's Council on Bioethics, the monster and his myth have  
inspired everyone from cultural critics to comic book addicts. This is a lively and eclectic 
cultural history, illuminated with dozens of pictures and illustrations, and told with skill and 
humor. Susan Tyler Hitchcock uses film, literature, history, science, and even punk music 
to help us understand the meaning of this monster made by man.  

Children’s Literature : A Reader’s History, from Aesop to Harry Potter 
by Seth Lerer  
Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 2008.  
Call Number: PN1009.A1 L44 2008 

Ever since children have learned to read, there has been children’s literature. Its 
history is inseparable from the history of childhood, as children are indelibly 
molded by the tales they hear and read—stories they will one day share with their 
own sons and daughters. Children’s Literature charts the makings of the Western 
literary imagination from Aesop’s fables to Mother Goose, from Alice's Adventures 
in Wonderland to Peter Pan, from Where the Wild Things Are to Harry Potter. Seth 
Lerer here explores the iconic books, ancient and contemporary alike, that have 
forged a lifelong love of literature in young readers during their formative years. 
Along the way, Lerer also looks at the changing environments of family life and 
human growth, schooling and scholarship, and publishing and politics in which  
children found themselves changed by the books they read. This ambitious work 
appraises a broad trajectory of influences—including Shakespeare’s plays, John 
Locke’s theories of education, Darwin’s On the Origin of Species, and the Puritan 
tradition—which have each shaped children’s literature through the ages as well.  

http://www.linccweb.org/catalog?lib_code=flcc2400&index=BN&query=9780470238363
http://www.linccweb.org/catalog?lib_code=flcc2400&index=BN&query=9780226473000
http://www.linccweb.org/catalog?lib_code=flcc2400&index=BN&query=9780393061444
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