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      Critical Thinking is … 

The active and systemic process of communication, problem solving, evaluation, analysis, synthesis, and reflection, both individually and in community, to foster understanding, support sound decision-making, and guide action.


To find a book (circulating or reference):  
1. Visit http://www.spcollege.edu/central/libonline/   >>> click on #2 Library Catalog >>> it helps sometimes to narrow your search for items located on a particular campus or to a certain format, date, and/or language >>> conduct a subject, title, author or keyword search? 

A search for critical thinking within the subject field displays 183 results. Conducting the same search within the keyword field displays 416 results. If you have several results, then adding more specific keywords and/or an appropriate subject heading to your search can help to narrow down your topic. 

To find appropriate subject headings: 
1. You can click on the Browse Lists button inside the Library Catalog and search for other subject terms. Discovering other subject terms can help you narrow or even broaden your topic. (e.g. subject begins with … critical thinking.  Click on “See related information” to find other subject terms.





You can add Boolean operators (i.e. AND, OR, NOT) easily in the Advanced Search mode.  Searching for critical thinking study and teaching as a subject AND nursing as a keyword will locate 1 record. 



[AND = both terms/phrases must be present (this will narrow your search results). You could use OR to find synonymous terms/concepts or NOT to eliminate certain terms/phrases.]

Note: It is possible to request books from other libraries and have them sent to your main campus library! 



 (
Borrower ID
 = Student/Employee Number
PIN
 = Last 4-digits of Social Security Number
)








You can also share any record you find in our catalog!



And then you’ll have access to those links from any computer with Internet access!



Tip!  Create persistent links to specific searches and/or items in ANGEL. (See page 9 for more details)

Find Electronic Books via NetLibrary: Visit http://www.spcollege.edu/central/libonline/   >>> click on #1 Articles and Databases.   You are now able to search for all of our electronic books (over 60,000 titles) within our main library catalog; however, using NetLibrary will allow you to search within the Full Text of the electronic book!

Try an Advanced Search for Subject: reflective teaching  AND Full Text: read*)



Note: netLibrary persistent linking is not yet supported via LINCCWeb, but if you add the product ID to a static URL it should work (See page 10 for more details). 

To find articles in journals, magazines, newspapers and more:

1. Visit http://www.spcollege.edu/central/libonline/   >>> click on #1 Articles and Databases >>> Here you will find several databases. (Education Resource Complete, ERIC, Academic Search Complete, and Jstor are excellent first choices.) In some cases, you can simultaneously search more than one database! 

Education Resource Complete: Topics covered include all levels of education from early childhood to higher education, and all educational specialties, such as multilingual education, health education, and testing. The database also covers areas of curriculum instruction as well as administration, policy, funding, and related social issues.

Try a search for “teaching methods” AND creativ*


ERIC (Education Resources Information Center): guide to published and unpublished sources on thousands of educational topics, with information from RIE (Resources in Education) and CIJE (Current Index to Journals in Education).

Try a thesaurus search for critical thinking to see if ERIC will “recommend” various terms.

 

Clicking on the critical thinking hyperlink will open broader, narrower, and related terms.



Note: if there is not an explode checkbox for your term there are no narrower terms.

 

Select Problem Solving and then click on the Add button. This will add a Descriptor (i.e., subject heading) to search DE "Problem Solving." Click search. You can narrow results by subject and/or by full text, peer reviewed etc.
 



 -- it’s like having a personalized research assistant!

Try using bookmark searches using a variety of online services (e.g, Delicious, Digg, Diigo, Facebook, Google Bookmarks, MySpace, Slashdot, Technorati, Twitter, etc.)



Research Tip: The EBSCO databases and many others will generate citations in APA, Chicago, MLA, and other styles!

Tip: You can also use http://feed2js.org/ and make pages in ANGEL update automatically. Just copy the RSS URL and paste it into feed2js and then paste the code in ANGEL.



 (
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)Try a search for “active learning” “best practices”
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Research Tip: Within Google Scholar preferences, you can select a Bibliography Manager to import citations. Also,    http://www.worldcat.org can cite sources too! Just copy/paste the title.




Try using Wolfram|Alpha Computational Knowledge Engine to discover more meaningful data.




 Other Research tools:

· Library Toolbars: Stay connected to your library resources while searching the web! http://www.spcollege.edu/SPG/WSPCL/toolbar.html




· LINCCWeb tools: http://www.linccweb.org/Tools/ 
· Collect, manage, and cite your research sources with Zotero: http://www.zotero.org/ 
· Embed a librarian in your ANGEL course.



Creating persistent links to book searches, eBooks, articles and more! http://www.linccweb.org/linking.aspx

1. Conduct a book search via our Library Catalog



2. Copy the results page URL. 

3. Login to ANGEL, Add Content, then create a link to the book search.

 



 will bring students to the results page.

 






Creating persistent links to netLibrary eBooks. 

1. Use the blue static URL and add the product ID (in red)
http://www.netlibrary.com/ebook_info.asp?product_id=158387

2. Find an eBook and click on the eContent Details tab and look for the 6-digit Product ID and add it to the URL just behind the = sign.

 

3. Login to ANGEL, Add Content, and then create a link to the book search.

  


Important: in order to link to articles within databases use the “Linking to LINCCWeb” tool at: http://www.linccweb.org/linking.aspx 
1. Locate an article and open it. The EBSCO databases, for example, provide the persistent link.

2. Copy the URL and paste it into the “Linking to LINCCWeb” tool.

3. Copy the LINCCWeb generated URL and paste it into ANGEL.
Do you have a question? Are you completely lost? …   …  Librarians on all campuses are available to help every person select and effectively use the library’s resources within the library and even in cyberspace!
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