A RUBRIC FOR MORAL REASONING
CRITICAL THINKING IN ETHICS APPLIED 6.0

In this session, I will present and elaborate on the rubric for moral decision-making described in Ethics Applied 6.0, the textbook for SPC's Applied Ethics courses.  This method of moral reasoning can be a powerful tool in helping students face ethical challenges, as it makes available to them a systematic model of critical thinking.

I. Why is critical thinking about ethical issues important?

	1. Socrates (from Plato's Apology): " ... I say that it is the greatest good for a man to discuss 	virtue every day...for the unexamined life is not worth living for man..."

	2.  Avoidance of error--sometimes egregious errors happen when we "go with our gut feelings" 	about ethics and don't think things through.

II. How does this model help students (or anyone)?

	1. Most students are (sadly) unaccustomed to thinking things through, especially of a personal, 	moral nature.  The model offers a process that anyone can apply to any particular moral issue.

III. The Rubric for Moral Reasoning

	1. Identification
		a. Working to identify that an ethical issue is present, isolating the central or primary 			moral issue, and working to recognize connected (nested or clustered) secondary moral 			issues.
		b. This fosters the development of moral sensitivity.
	2. Research
		a. Gathering information about a problem (from all sides) is crucial to being informed.  			Possessing relevant information is a key to making good decisions.
		b. Few human problems are truly novel; while it often seems we're the only ones 			who've face a problem before, the history of humanity is a history of moral quandaries.  			Chances are we can gain insights into our problems by looking at how others have 			resolved them.
	3. Analysis
		a. Focuses on expanding one's consideration of the nuances of a 					moral issue.
			i. Identifying as many people as possible who'd be affected by the issue at hand.
			ii. Identifying without judgment as many possible options for resolving the issue.
			iii. Consider the ramifications each possible option will have on the 					stakeholders.
	4. Application
		a. Involves the application of general moral principles to the case at hand, in order to 			sort good (permissible, right, etc.) options from bad (impermissible, wrong, etc.)
		b. In our course, this involves applying the "first principles" of historical moral theories 			(e.g.,  Bentham's Utility Principle or Kant's Categorical Imperatives).
	5. Decision-Making
		a. Choosing an option based on the preceding steps, and using one's thinking from the 			process to justify one's choice.
	6. Evaluation
		a. Consideration of other options and the arguments in their favor.  It is not enough to 			simply offer reasons for one's view; one must also give reasons against other possible 			solutions.
		b. This shows a balanced and comprehensive consideration of the issue.
	7. Reflection
		a. At this stage, one ought to reflect back on one's own thinking, particularly after a 			decision has issued into action.  Do the results change the way one thinks?  How would 			one approach the issue differently (if at all) in the future?  What did one learn from 			using the process, and so forth?
		b. Reflecting on our thinking is essential to improving our thinking.

IV. Concluding Remarks

	1. No model of good moral reasoning is guaranteed to produce perfect results (this one 	included).  But consistent practice at applying such a process will improve the quality of our 	moral judgments.
