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What was learned today from the presentations?  What other strategies do you know about? Which strategies work best for our discipline or in a particular course within our disciplines?  

Bring students along slowly and throughout the semester to achieve the goal.  Each step of the way relevant to multiple goals.

Be explicit in expectations. 

Intellectual virtues that they mentioned.  Cultivating virtues. 

Critical thinking is not a subject, it’s a method.   It is step-by-step.  It’s a gradual method.

The whole idea of modeling; it’s our job, basically.  Thinking through issues, considering implications of what is said. 

Conversing is important.  It needs to be built from the beginning.  Allow them to get used to it. 

Developing the atmosphere early.  It must be established right away.

Adler’s reader coming to terms with the author; vocabulary is very important.  Use terminology.  Take time to develop vocabulary in the right context.

Do not assume that students know a lot of things. (IE:  They may not know about the Three Stooges, even if we do!)

Remember what it’s like to be students.  Remember how diverse our student population is.

What strategies have you tried in your own classroom?

Discussion groups.  I spend the first 10 minutes in a literature discussion.  Some here use the same text, with a reader.  They know what they should read before class, but when they get to class, I literally take a low tech approach and give students numbers.  They form groups from those numbers. They go to these groups to discuss some of the critical thinking assignments at the end of the section text.  If they have time to talk about more, they can.  After ten minutes, I sample the various groups. It moves from individual to small group to large group.  If they don’t read (I walk around and hear the discussions) then there are random pop quizzes that are mixed in.  

To get them to read text:  quizzes.  Can give questions ahead of time for students to think about.  
Working with accountability and students.  


As an instructor, we set a tone.  We also work to give a safe place for these ideas.

Case studies.  (Good for Religion classes. Re:  Florida news, making connections).  Make it personally relevant.  

Question:  How can exams be formatted to have a critical thinking component?

Essay/short answer.  One idea is to give several samples to study, pull some questions from those for test, then allow students to pick 1 or 2 from those.

Ask questions that include facts, but also allow for individualism.  

Remember that critical thinking extends beyond the classroom.  Get students to think long term. 

Use a creative homework assignment. (See games, etc. at Discovery Channel:  http://dsc.discovery.com/) 

Break up the teaching a bit.  

Teach students how to use the text.  

From book today: Intellectual empathy with our student population. Let them know that we’re here for them.  
