Discipline-specific Session
Social Science/Human Services/Student Life Skills/Vet Tech

Critical Thinking and Reading Techniques and Strategies

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading text/assigned reading material is important! 
1. History: read a passage/quote/speech = Ask students to identify who said this.
2. Vet Tech and Sociology: Active reading in class. Have a student read a passage out loud in class then ask students what the passage means or is saying. 
3. History: Have student to work with/read primary sources. 
4. Vet Tech: Quiz students on reading assignments before discussing reading assignments in class. 
5. Geography: Ask students about political systems in different parts of the world. Ask students to discuss why the think political systems were set up the way they are?
6. Political Science: Give open-book test. This may get students to read the textbook. Do students read the book before the test if they know they will get an open-book test?
7. Sociology & History: Give students questions to answer/ponder as they read assigned text. 
8. Political Science: Allow students to write test question on assigned readings. For a class of 40 students, allow each student to write/submit 5 questions. Professor builds test for class from questions students submitted. 
9. Economics: Require students to submit lecture summary of professor’s lecture. Over the course of the semester, require students to submit 5 or 6 lecture summaries. 
10. Political Science: Use textbook critical thinking features/boxes in chapters to generate reflection on reading and discussion. 
11. Vet Tech: Short lectures then reflection/discussion. Lecture for 15/20 minutes then ask students what the gained from lecture.
12. Sociology: During class, lecture and change pace of class to open discussion on lecture theme/topic. 
13. The Socratic Method should be used. What do you do if this does not work? 
14. Political Students: Ask students to compare the ideal with the reality?
15. Vet Tech: Ask students to discuss how course concepts fit into their life. 
16. Economics: Have students to look at different situations from different points of view. 
17. Economics: Put students into small groups then give them a short assignment/question to address/answer. After they have discussed, ask them to share what they came up with and explain how they arrived at their answer.
18. In general, regardless of discipline, ask students about media coverage of course/discipline concepts and how coverage differs from text/course readings.
19. Vet Tech: In lab class, ask students what they learned from their mistakes. 
20. At the end of class period, ask students what they gained out of class that day and note where next class period will start.  
