ST.  PETERSBURG COLLEGE

               CE HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Minutes of the January 8, 2008 meeting
Committee members present: Martha Baker – Cousins, Amy Brush, Helen King, Kit Powers, Glenn Saldanha, Kathleen Varga, Valerie Werner

and Addam Griner were present. Lourdes Benedict and Dr. Carrie Nero attended via conference call.

Discussion/Action:

Welcome & Introduction of Members:  In the absence of Glenn Saldanha, chair, who arrived later; the meeting was opened by Denise Kerwin. Attendees were asked to introduce themselves.  A motion was made to add Susan Burnett and Amy Brush to the committee roster which was approved by those in attendance.

Minutes: A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes from the October 3, 2007 meeting.  The motion was unanimously accepted.

*Correction to the minutes of October 3, 2007:  Martha Baker-Cousins was not in attendance Susan Burnett and Carol Weideman did attend*

Provost Update/Recommendations: Dr. Wise did not attend and therefore this topic was postponed for discussion.

Program Update: LaNona Robinson began her update with a “thanks” to SPC’s partners for their curriculum development contributions resulting in successful seminars and conference attendance increases. LaNona reviewed the successes of the Fall 2007 Conferences and noted the new programs such as Gait and Asthma that will be expanded in the future. Addam Griner indicated the class met an industry need.  ALF CORE registrations were reviewed and mention was made regarding the State removing the ALF list of approved trainers from their website.  This has resulted in decreased enrollment at SPC.  KathyVarga advised she had no specific information regarding the removal but that it was unfortunate for those seeking approved trainers.  LaNona also outlined the Spring 2008 Conference schedule and thanked the Committee for recommending the Menopause conference be repeated. The Committee was asked for assistance locating a speaker on the “Sexuality and Menopause” topic as the original therapist cannot attend. LaNona indicated she is seeing a change in organizations that she anticipates could affect registrations.  Many layoffs in the healthcare community will affect our Curriculum Development Teams and may affect registrations.  Some partners are “tightening their belts” and have cancelled participations. An example was the Trauma Wound Conference with Bayfront. Bayfront will only partner on one conference a year currently.  The next biggest challenges for our conferences and seminars is:  space, space, space! There just does not seem to be a large enough venue for the large conference topics. This affects CE department  productivity. Helen King asked a question about the content of the  Medicaid conference.  A brief history of the Medicaid conference, was presented. It  is offered twice a year with about 40 to 50 students per class. It is a successful partnership that grew out of a one hour presentation at a nursing conference.  It was created as a result of student request.  Denise Kerwin also presented details on the  Emotional Eating and Hiring the Right Fit programs.
Curriculum Development and Employability Skills Recommendations: Dr. Carrie Nero spoke via conference call regarding the status of CE courses for caregivers of military personnel with traumatic injury or physical limitations, to assist them with coping skills. A booklet will be created with helpful tips and links for training opportunities. Dr. Nero will meet with Denise Kerwin in the near future to discuss Online training possibilities for this specific client.

Denise Kerwin notified the Committee that there are plans for 20 (twenty) new RehabCare sponsored Online courses. She will be attending the upcoming, third gathering for ALF Rule Making in Tallahassee, FL and she is attempting to have St. Petersburg College identified as an approved and published trainer for Assisted Living Facility Administrator Core Training courses. It was also mentioned again that a “Train the Trainer” class should be created. It is hopeful that there will be an ALF Certificate Program and/or Degree offered for ALF in the future.

Kathy Varga advised the committee that she has finally been approved for the “ALF Top 10 Deficiencies” course. LaNona advised the committee thatplans are to have that scheduled this Spring. Glenn Saldanha advised the Committee that he is no longer with Morton Plant Mease. 

The Executive Director of the Florida Board of Nursing will be presenting at the Pinellas Area Nurse Educator’s conference in June.  Committee members were asked to notify their education directors.
Committee Member Update/Recommendation for 2007-2008:    Addam Griner, LCPO with Hangar Prosthetics and Orthotics is a new representative for O & P professions. 
New Business: Nerina Stepanovsky, Director of EMS, was introduced by Glenn Saldanha. Nerina spoke to the Committee regarding an EMS/ER transition that has been previously identified by this committee as an employment need. She advised that it is “ready to go” but is waiting on a list from Nursing Managers as to specifically “what” skills they need covered. The course will probably be a 40 hour non- credit course. Nerina and Denise plan to make this a multidisciplinary course to include the  nurse refresher/remediation students as well.  Kit and Martha discussed the needs that they have identified and will follow up with the nurse managers.

Amy Brush discussed the October College Committee meeting.  The surveys have all been positive and the College is in the planning process for future meetings at this time.  Several of the committee members did not recall receiving the survey.  Amy will follow up with them.

Valerie Werner accepted the committees thanks for continuing to host the meeting at Florida Blood Services. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 PM.

The next meeting is:

May 13, 2008
            3:00 PM

           Florida Blood Services
               10100 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street
             St. Petersburg, FL

         If you wish to teleconference the meeting, call (727) 568-5433 then dial 0 and ask for extension 1070.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW FOR 2008

 MEETING DATES OF THE CE HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

May 13, 2008

August 12, 2008

January 13, 2009

