St. Petersburg College

Early Childhood Advisory Committee Meeting
Friday, May 15, 2009
Members in Attendance: Anne Sullivan, Patty Lister (for Brett Engisch), Laura Woodard, Donna McCann, Linda Lynch, Bonnie Touchton, Vikki Yates, Bonnie Fletcher, Arlene Garcia, Jennifer Stowbridge, Susan Weber

Guest: Susan Burnett
1:06PM Welcome by Linda Lynch, Chairperson. Introduction of new members and guest.
Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. 
Topic: Old Business
1. Critical Thinking Initiative
Discussion: Anne updated members on the Critical Thinking Initiative. We will continue including specific critical thinking assignments in each of the ECE courses. Students improved as they completed more than one course which included the Critical Thinking Essay.
Action: Members will be updated on the Critical Thinking initiative at the Fall meeting.
2. Bachelor of Educational Studies degree at SPC

Discussion: Anne shared information on the new B.S. in Educational Studies which has two subplans in ECE: Preschool Education and PreKindergarten/Primary education. The degree is non-teacher-certification, however, students will complete coursework required by the state to apply for Part Two certification when they complete the degree. Anne asked for all to share the information with early childhood staff. The College of Education is working on additions to their website which will include the new degree.
The first cohort group will begin this Fall.

Action: Anne will link this information to the new ECE website when available. All members will share this information with potential students for outreach and recruitment.
 3. Early Childhood Conference
  Discussion: This year's conference will be held on the Gibbs campus on Saturday, August 22nd. The feedback from attendees last year was that they wanted more breakout sessions. The decision has been made to omit the keynote speaker and offer more sessions. The anticipated schedule will be 14 sessions to serve 400 attendees. The Social Arts building will be used for all sessions.

Action: Anne will share information on presenters etc. as the time nears.
4. Changes to AS degree to align with AA requirements
Discussion: Since so many students want to complete their AS degree and then go on to a Bachelor's degree, the AS program of study was revised. The ECE courses remain at 30 credits while the Support Courses were changed to facilitate student completion of the AA requirements. The degree continues at 63 credit hours. Students wishing to pursue the AA degree now only need one additional math course and one science lab.
Action: Anne is working on an advising sheet that reflects the changes.
Topic: New Business

1. Early Childhood Website

Discussion: Anne shared the new website which is located on the college homepage: www.spcollege.edu; under the Departments tab. This should facilitate outreach to students and also provide information on the degree. Each session's course schedule will also be included as a link. Thanks to Faith Ocasio on our Seminole campus for her assistance with this project.

Action: All members can send input re: the new website with ideas, additions and any information you feel would be most useful. Members will ask their staff to review to see if the website design is meeting our goals.
2. New materials for ECE classes

Discussion: Susan Burnett shared information about the Perkins dollars available to purchase materials. Many of the materials were displayed. We are grateful to have this financial support and it has allowed us to purchase, specifically, many DVD's and training materials.

3. Community News and Sharing

Discussion: Questions arose about the need to more science and music activities education for our students. Laura shared about her center's music program. There were several ideas about recruiting volunteers with music backgrounds and experience.

Donna and Bonnie Fletcher shared about new inclusive programs in PCS for three and four year old students. Also shared flyer about upcoming conference.

Bonnie Touchton shared about possible stimulus dollars and about the PIECE program.

Arlene addressed the partnership with SPC and the new classroom space dedicated at the Head Start building in Largo. Head Start has a federal mandate to have teachers with Bachelor degrees, 'in early childhood education or bachelor degrees with comparable coursework'  The new BS degree in Ed Studies covers the requirement. 

There was discussion of the need for a lab school and members expressed interest in visiting a school at Edison State College.

Action: Members will continue to share information and possibly link sites to the new ECE website.

We will continue to explore a trip to Edison State College to visit their new, Reggio-Inspired program.
The dates for the Fall meeting will be set as we continue to plan for a possible trip to Edison State College
Anne will send emails after communication with Elaine Schaeffer at Edison.

The Fall meeting is tentatively set for a Friday in October.

Meeting adjourned at 2:42PM
