
St. Petersburg College

Early Childhood Advisory Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 16, 2008
Members in Attendance: Anne Sullivan, Brett Engisch, Laura Woodard, Suzie Lewis, Virginia Irving, Bonnie Touchton, Angela Loring (for Susan Weber)
Guest: Peg Connell

6:55PM Welcome by Anne Sullivan. Introduction of new members. 
Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. 
Topic:
1. Critical Thinking Project

Discussion: Shared sample critical thinking assignment for Early Childhood Development course. Each course in the ECE major will have a critical thinking assignment that will use the collegewide rubric for grading. Anne thanked Laura Woodard for sending in sample scenarios for future assignments and asked members to send ideas, thoughts and comments
Action: Members will be updated on the Critical Thinking initiative at the Spring meeting.
2. Bachelor of Educational Studies degree at SPC

Discussion: Anne discussed the development of the ECE plan within the Ed Studies degree. Courses are ready to be developed. Students may enroll now in the Ed Studies major. Anne provided a handout on the changes in the AS degree to better align the gen ed requirements with the AA requirements. This will assist students who need to complete the ECE degree and wish to go on to the College of Education
Action: Anne will continue working with Dean Naylor on the development of the program. Anticipate a cohort group starting in Fall, 2009.
3. Infant/Toddler Conference
Discussion: The date for the conference will be January 31, 2009. This has been a great opportunity for caregivers to participate in a professional conference and the college has been gracious in providing space and facilities, security and AV tech suppport. 

Action: none required

4. JWB and Coalition Scholarships

Discussion: Information shared about scholarship opportunities. TEACH scholarship from the Children's Forum has been refunded and Anne asked all to 'get the word out' to students and center directors. Also, encourage students to apply for financial aid through the college financial aid office. Many students do not realize they will qualify for some aid.
Action: Anne will provide information to current students

5. New pre-requisite requirements for reading and writing proficiency in the ECE program

Discussion: Anne shared that many of our students enter the program initially as non-degree seeking and do not take the College Placement Test. We are seeing an increase in students with difficulty reading the textbooks and completing the writing assignments. We will be placing a reading/writing level pre-requisite in the EEC 1603, Early Childhood Development course which should be the first course taken in the program.

Members agreed that to raise the level of quality, increased literacy skills were very important. Discussed the impact on individual students and we will need to provide information on available tutoring and other support services.

Action: Anne will send members an email with detailed information.

Members would like to possibly meet in the early part of 2009. We will schedule the usual Spring meeting but poll the members via email regarding a meeting in February.

Spring meeting scheduled for May 15th at 12:15PM on the St. Petersburg/Gibbs campus, SA 309. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40PM

