
St. Petersburg College

Early Childhood Advisory Committee Meeting
Tuesday, October 2, 2007
Members in Attendance: Anne Sullivan, Bonnie Fletcher, Donna McMann, Linda Lynch, Vikki Yates, Susan Weber, Laura Woodard
Guests: Carol Weidemann, SPC
7:15 PM Welcome by Anne Sullivan (Chairperson, Arlene Garcia is attending an out-of-town conference and is unable to be here) Introductions of new members and guest.
Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted (motion to accept by Linda Lynch and seconded by Laura Woodard)
Carol outlined the Early Childhood program's participation in the SACS, QEP plan. Anne will update the committee members as specific information on the program involvement is developed.

Old Business: 
Review and update on blended classes. Discussed the need for continued face-to-face instruction while trying to remove barriers to attendance including transportation time and expense. Will look at possibly increasing the amount of online time while continuing to have class meetings. 
The SPC Foundation is working with the Early Learning Coalition to match monies for scholarships. The Coalition is also working with WorkNet on a new grant that may assist child care staff in career development.

Laura asked about the possibility of fund raising and having that money placed in the Foundation scholarship fund. Anne will contact the Foundation re: a possible meeting to discuss this plan.

New Business: 
The Infant/Toddler Conference will be sponsored by the Coalition due to changes in the Pinellas County License Board structure. The college will again host the conference on the St. Pete/Gibbs campus - date to be determined (February or March depending on availability of the Music Center auditorium)

Anne discussed the Florida Community College Early Childhood Educator's Network meeting held on the Downtown campus last week. The representatives from DOE and DCF discussed the state mandates re: degrees for VPK providers. The timeline is still unknown and SPC will continue to look at bachelor degrees that would be prepare our graduating A.S. students for work in the birth to five arena.

WorkNet scholarships discussed (in Old Business above)

Flyers for Spring classes were provided in committee packets. Committee members will continue to advertise classes especially as CDA and CDAE renewal needs increase.

Community News and Sharing: Bonnie Fletcher and Donna McMann outlined the Pinellas County Schools VPK programs and reiterated the county's hope to partner with child care facilities to include children with Special Needs. Susan Weber provided information on the online, 'clock hour' courses and the committee expressed concerns re: online courses for new employees. Susan will distribute flyers for SPC courses at the campus sites of mod testing. Laura expressed concerns about equity in providing quality VPK programs and we again looked at scholarships and state incentive programs to meet the need for qualified teachers for all children.
Previous Committee Recommendations: The committee would like to continue moving toward expanding the course offerings to other campuses. Focus on professionalism and communication in the coursework.

Action: We are offering courses in Tarpon Springs each session, although we continue to work on keeping enrollment numbers up to expected productivity numbers. We are also offering an advanced Director class in the interactive classroom on the Seminole and Tarpon campus and will see if that technology will be helpful for future courses. The issue of professionalism was discussed at the sessions' adjunct meeting and all courses will focus on this in both academic work and case studies from the field.
Current Committee Recommendations: Continue to review the outcomes of the blended courses and look at program integrity while removing as many barriers as possible to students who are trying to complete their degrees. Anne will report on this at the Spring meeting.
Date for Spring Meeting: May 9, 2008, 12:30PM in room SA 309 on the St. Pete/Gibbs campus.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM

