FIRE TRAINING CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
DATE:  OCTOBER 16, 2009 9AM
ATTENDANCE: FIRE CHIEF DAYTON SALTSMAN, TRAINING CHIEF JOSEPH V. BRUNI, FIREFIGHTER RENEE NIEMAN, TRAINING CHIEF GUY KEIRN, TRAINING CHIEF TIM PILSON, MR. MIKE COOKSEY, CHIEF JIM TERRY, MR. PHILLIP A. BAILEY, MS. GABRIELLE BAIN 

ABSENT: FIRE CHIEF DOUG LEWIS, DISTRICT CHIEF MIKE ZAMPARELLI, OPERATIONS CHIEF JAMES WIMBERLY, FIREFIGHTER STERLING FIELDS
	Topic
	Discussion/Recommendations  
	Action

	
	
	

	Welcome/Introductions
	
	

	Agenda Item # 1.Bunker Gear Supply/Rent?

-Chief Terry stated it is more cost effective for the college to purchase gear and we would like to continue as we are. The cost of gear is built into the tuition.

	-Training Chief Pilson asked if gear was able to be repaired and put out of service for live fires but used for other training.
-Chief Terry stated gear is worn during maze and other trainings and also gets damaged at those times.  
	None

	Agenda Item # 2.Pinellas Park Fire Department and SPC MOU Agreement Update

-Chief Terry explained the details of the agreement between Pinellas Park Fire Dept and SPC and informed all that Training Chief Guy Keirn has moved into the office in the In-service portable. 
	None
	None

	Agenda Item # 3.Internship Program Update

Chief Terry gave an overview of the SPC Internship Program scheduled to start in January 2010. It consists of 40 hours of ride time, EVOC, 160 hours of Pump Operator, etc.
-Mr. Bailey informed the committee a mailing was just sent to about 235 former students of SPC’s Fire Academy and we must have at least 20 to run the program. He also stated the program was shortened to 5 or 6 months from 10 months at the recommendation of potential students. 

	-Training Chief Pilson asked if this program was designed to keep their Certificate of Compliance current and if the state had been approached with this idea.

-Chief Terry said they had approached the state with the program but was told it would take a legislative change and as of right now, that was not possible.

-Chief Terry also stated they had trouble with enrollment the first time but hope to start the program in January 2010. 

-Mr. Cooksey asked if it was possible to open the courses within the Internship program to other students outside the program if enrollment is low.

-Both Chief Terry and Mr. Bailey agreed that was something they would look into. 

 
	None

	Agenda Item # 1.Changes in the Fire Academy

-Chief Terry informed the committee there were currently 14 students in the fire academy and hoped enrollment would be better for the January and April 2010 class. Chief Terry requested the EMT/paramedic requirement be waived in order to increase enrollment. He also said the economy is a major factor on enrollment. 
	-Training Chief Bruni stated the students are better prepared when exposed to EMT training but thinks waiving the requirement is fine.

-Fire Chief Dayton Saltsman and the rest of the committee agreed to waive the EMT/paramedic requirement for the January and April 2010 Fire Academies.
	-The EMT/paramedic requirement will be waived for the January and April 2010 Fire Academies.

	Agenda Item # 2.Update on IN-service Training

-Chief Terry gave an update on The Training Director’s Meeting hosted at The Florida State Fire College in October. He stated many of the new standards did not work in different areas. Chief Terry was also told The Essentials of Firefighting, 5th edition should be used instead as all testing is derived from this book.  
-Mr. Bailey advised the committee on the in-service courses. He stated the first Aerial Operations course was a success and the second offering was just posted. Mr. Bailey would also like to add a railcar and has already lined up a gas tanker to use in future trainings. He said sometimes the only problem is running out of room for all the fire departments interested in using the facility. He also said most of the in-service courses enrollment is from those outside of the county.  
	-Fire Chief Saltsman asked if it was possible to expand in areas around The Fire Training Center, i.e. the land behind the burn building.
-Chief Terry said he has asked previously but still seems to be up in the air.

-Training Chief Keirn asked about the possibility of training docks over the water.

-Chief Terry stated he did not think it would be cost effective but that we may be getting an additional portable to use for training.

-Training Chief Bruni asked if SPC has thought about forming an agreement with other fire department training centers in the area, i.e. Largo Fire Rescue and Clearwater Fire Rescue.

-Chief Terry said it was a concept that was mentioned but with changes in staff, etc it has not been discussed in a while. He thinks there may be a concern by the fire departments and many don’t want to lose their training division or identity. 
-Mr. Cooksey asked if anyone else around the county used Clearwater Fire Rescue’s Training Facility and feels SPC’s Fire Training Center is in a good centralized location and the college support is critical. 

-Fire Chief Saltsman stated unfortunately there is no one training center that has all the props needed for all trainings and that access to the property next to The Fire Training Center would be beneficial and allow for more props.

-Chief Terry asked if there was consensus by the board to lease the land from Progress Energy north east of The Fire Training Center.
	-Consensus was to follow up with SPC admin.

	Agenda Item # 3.Aerial Donation
-Chief Terry informed the committee the aerial donation was complete and SPC received a 1989 Pierce 55’ ladder truck from St. Petersburg Fire & Rescue. The truck has a 1500 gallon pump and will service well as a backup engine.  

	None
	None

	Agenda Item #4 Mayday/Medical Emergency Policy. 
-Training Chief Pilson stated   in September during live fire training, a firefighter had a mayday after exiting the burn building. Training Chief Pilson said after having the firefighter checked by a paramedic, 911 was called but  thinks SPC should have a policy in place when things like this happen and should not be left up to the individual fire departments. He feels it would be better to have 911 called right away and cancel en route if not needed.
	-Chief Terry stated he did not want to infringe upon each fire department’s policies/procedures but would put something in place if the departments are requesting it, and SPC does have a protocol. In an event a student in the Fire Academy has a medical issue, they are evaluated by one of the county certified instructors on site and then it is decided if 911 is called. 
-Fire Chief Saltsman thought it was discussed that each fire department has a rescue crew during these types of trainings.

-Mr. Bailey was concerned that contacting 911 for every incident without evaluating first – medical or not- could inhibit fire departments using the training facility.  

-Fire Chief Saltsman recommended Training Chief Pilson bring this issue up at the next Training Officer’s Meeting and get their opinion before putting any new policy into place.
-Training Chief Keirn informed the committee he will be attending a class on November 10 to set parameters on things like this and will bring back information to the committee.  
	

	Agenda Item #5. Pre and Post Burn Need For Instructor Vitals 
-Training Chief Pilson recommended a policy be put into place requiring all instructors to have their vitals taken, both pre and post, during live fire trainings. 
	-Mrs. Nieman asked if instructors had easy access to BP cuffs to take vitals before trainings.
-Chief Terry stated they are easily accessible and located in the control room of the burn building. 

-Training Chief Bruni stressed that no instructor should be operating outside NFPA 1403 parameters.
-Training Chief Keirn also added all instructors should have gear that fits properly during live fire training.
	-Chief Terry will investigate purchasing protective clothing/equipment for our instructors.

	Agenda Item#6. CO Detectors for Control Room

-Training Chief Pilson stated it would be a good idea to have CO detectors that self calibrate located in the control room as well as upstairs in the burn building. He also mentioned each instructor cleaning out the burn room after a Class A burn should at least be wearing an N95 mask for protection against harmful gasses.

	-Training Chief Bruni agreed but said the N95 is not good enough and each instructor should probably wear a canister.

-All committee members agreed something should be worn by all instructors for protection when cleaning out the burn room after live fire training.
	-Academy staff will seek CO detectors for burn building and canisters for instructor’s SCBA’s. 

	Agenda Item #7 PTEC (Greg Lanning) and CPAT

-Chief Terry told the committee we received a call from Clearwater Fire Rescue and was informed they were contacted by Greg Lanning with PTEC and that PTEC will be moving forward with the CPAT. Chief Terry said Mr. Lanning told him he was informed the CPAT was a dead issue at a Training Officer’s Meeting by Mr. Bailey and assumed SPC was no longer interested. Chief Terry said this was a surprise to SPC.
	-Fire Chief Saltsman said this is the first he’s heard of PTEC moving forward with the CPAT and this was not what was agreed upon by the fire chiefs. 
	None



	Good Of The Order
-Training Chief Keirn asked if it was possible to have the elevator prop removed from the tower since no one has used it for a training since it was put there. He said fire departments are now having to work around it during trainings.
	-Chief Terry said that should not be a problem and everyone agreed it to have it removed.
	None


	-Chief Terry reported to the committee that SPC is planning to support The Training Officer’s with their efforts with Target Safety.
	-Training Chief Bruni recommended SPC look at an additional portable to be used as a computer lab/in-service training facility and also have the hands-on with the Target Safety done here.
-This recommendation was approved by the committee.
	-Academy staff will work with administration in seeking additional classroom.

	Adjournment

11:10am
	
	


