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	Recorded by:  Valerie Polansky

	
	


Approved by:  

Eleanor Swartz
	Topic
	Discussion
	Recommendation/Action
	Follow Up

	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM.
	
	

	MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
	Dr. Alan Taylor resigned from the committee because he moved to Texas to assume a new position in LabCorp. 
	Information only
	None

	MINUTES
	The minutes from the October 2008 meeting were approved. 

	Information only
	None

	OLD BUSINESS
	
	
	

	General Microbiology Online Labs
	Information was provided about the laboratory exercises in the General Micro online lab. Several members had asked their Microbiology supervisors if they had any reservations about students taking the General Microbiology labs online. The consensus was that the supervisors assume the students know nothing and they start the instruction from square one.
	Survey the students to see who took online and face-to-face labs and see if there is any correlation with their performance in the clinical lab.
	Valerie to survey students.

	Topic
	Discussion
	Recommendation/Action
	Follow Up

	NEW BUSINESS
	
	
	

	Labor Market Statistics
	Labor market statistics for clinical laboratory personnel were reviewed in the 2008-2009 Regional Targeted Occupations List for Pinellas County and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 2008-2009 Occupational Outlook Handbook. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects a 14% increase in jobs through 2016, which is faster than average growth. 
	Information only
	None

	Program Update
	See attached. 
	Information only
	None

	Clinical Rotations
	Valerie asked for updates to the contact log and the number of students each lab can take. 
	Information only
	Members to let Valerie know if there is any change in supervisors or in the number of students they can take for Summer and Fall terms.

	Clinicals for Summer and Fall 
	Hematology and Chemistry Clinical Experiences will be offered this Summer. Ideally, students will remain at the same affiliated lab. One student needs to be reassigned to a new lab for both courses. Fall term starts August 24. The courses being offered are Intro to CLS Lab, Microbiology Lab, and Blood Bank Lab. 
	Information only
	Members to let Valerie know if they cannot keep the students presently scheduled at their facility and if they can take an additional student for Hematology and Chemistry Clinical Experiences in Summer Session.

	Student Request for Shadowing
	A prospective student would like to shadow in a lab. Several members invited her to their laboratories.
	Information only
	Valerie to provide prospective student with contact information.

	Salary Survey
	Valerie didn’t receive many responses to her request for salary information from local laboratories. Some laboratories no longer participate in local salary surveys. In lieu of local figures, Valerie distributed the latest Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Employment Statistics and the 2008 ASCP Wage and Vacancy Survey.
	Information only
	None

	Lab Week
	Valerie provided brochures for members to distribute during National Medical Laboratory Professionals Week and an article from the ASCLS newsletter with suggestions for how to provide a face to the clinical lab during Lab Week. Information was also provided about A Life Saved, a video that can be downloaded free of charge from the ASCLS website.
	Information only
	None

	Curriculum Review Meetings
	The 3-year review of curriculum with clinical supervisors will be held this summer. 
	Wednesdays from 1-3 PM would be the best time for the supervisors.
	Valerie will schedule and send invitations for the meetings.

	Annual Advisory Committee Survey
	Valerie asked the members to complete the survey at www.spcollege.edu/epicenter/advisory. Amy distributed paper forms for those who preferred to complete the survey that way. 
	None 
	Members to complete Advisory Committee Survey.

	Board of Clinical Laboratory Personnel
	The next meeting will be August 14 in Jacksonville. A synopsis of the March 13, 2009 AHCA Rulemaking Workshop was distributed. The meeting was a discussion of alternate site testing. 
	Information only
	None


	Topic
	Discussion
	Recommendation/Action
	Follow Up

	Industry Update
	Because of the economy, some employees are postponing retirement and some retirees are coming back to work part time. Some members reported an increase in applications, some from techs who haven’t been working or who have been working in other industries. Most of the labs are not offering sign on bonuses. Bay Pines V.A. does for certain positions. All Children’s gives bonuses to the employees who recruit a new employee. Some labs are hiring; others have hiring freezes or lags. The members discussed the Joint Commission’s definition of a critical test and which tests their laboratories classify as critical. Most common is frozen sections. Some are adding arterial blood gases. The Moffitt laboratory is undergoing a computer conversion and moving into new space in May. They are starting electronic order entry for anatomic pathology. All Children’s is moving into the new hospital in December. Bayfront will be renting the third floor for their Baby Place.   
	Information only
	None

	SPC Update
	Greg McLeod, Associate Provost, gave an update on how the economic conditions are affecting the college and the steps being taken to reduce costs. Financial aid is being affected because of lower return on investments. The college is looking for grant opportunities. The federal stimulus package includes some grants for education.
	
	

	Next Meeting 
	The next meeting will be held on October 7 at 8 AM at Moffitt Cancer Center. A tour of the new lab will follow. 
	Information only
	None

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 AM. 
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