ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE

PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT PROGRAM

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES, 10/16/08
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Marlon Alaan, Susan Burnett

(Tech Prep Coordinator), Teresa Dean (Chair), David Erickson, Dr. Phil Nicotera (HEC Provost),  Ernesto Monroy, David Pingol, Shamsah  Shidi, Mary Ellen Sullivan, Jim Switzer, Tricia Trinque

PROGRAM FACULTY:
Rebecca Kramer (Program Director)

Marja Beaufait, Barb Heier, Mary Hanlon

MEETING TIME:
6:45 PM – 8:45 PM

I. Introductions

Committee members and others introduced themselves and indicated their current place of employment.

II.  
           Program Update
R. Kramer reported the following:
· On May 3, 2008 the PTA Program graduated 29 students.  Three students finished the PTA curriculum but still had general education/support courses to finish and graduated in July 2008.  This class initially began in the fall of 2006 with 42 students.

· There are currently 32 sophomores, in a class that began with 46 students in the fall of 2007.

· There are currently 41 freshmen, in a class that began with 43 students in the fall of 2008.  There were 84 applicants for this class, 73 of whom met the admissions requirements.

· The program has 50 applicants for August 2009, 46 are admitted to the program with 4 on the waiting list.  

· The PT clinic has seen two patients this fall: 18 y/o groin strain (SPC basketball player), 32 y/o labrum tear (shoulder).  

· St. Petersburg College was a host site for an FPTA broadcast on Saturday, October 11.  The broadcast originated from Nova Southeastern in Ft. Lauderdale and included host sites across the state (Tampa, Orlando, Ft. Myers, Jacksonville, Miami, and Bradenton).  

Steve Levine presented his documentation course “Payment Issues in Outpatient Physical Therapy:  Assuring Compliance & Minimizing Risk of Audits”.  This course was offered free to APTA members.  SPC had the second largest number of participants (42), Nova (where the broadcast originated) had 89.
The advisory committee members discussed possible options of ensuring students accepted to the 46 slots show up on the first day of class or send the College advanced notice that they will not begin the program in August.  Advanced notice would assist admissions in filling that spot from the lengthy waiting list of PTA Program applicants.  The committee suggested attaching a non-refundable acceptance fee that would be applied toward tuition for the student who began the program as anticipated and forfeited by those who do not.

R. Kramer has discussed this option with HEC Provost Dr. Nicotera who will further investigate the possibility of instituting this policy. 
III. Electronic CPI (Clinical Performance Instrument)
M. Beaufait presented to the committee an electronic version of the current clinical grading instrument used by the PTA Program being developed by the APTA (American Physical Therapy Association).  Ms. Beaufait discussed the many advantages of using the electronic version of the CPI including:  it is easily edited by the CI or student for self-evaluation, can be accessed via the internet and allows data to be collected and statistically analyzed in the present as well as over time.  Currently there are two SPC PTA CIs involved in the APTA pilot study, Ms. Beaufait asked if there were any committee members interested in becoming part of the study and to speak with her after the meeting.

M. Alaan inquired as to if the electronic CPI was being covered in the APTA Clinical Instructor course.  R. Kramer contacted an APTA course instructor with Mr. Alaan’s question and Debra Gray’s response was “No.  The CPI is discussed in the unit on evaluation of students but nothing specific to the electronic version.  It is very new and not all schools are using it.  The CI course is more "generic" - how to use any tool to effectively evaluate a student.  The electronic CPI has a required instructional module that CIs and students will have to complete before they use it.”
IV. PTA Curriculum Changes
R. Kramer discussed proposed changes to the Program’s course admission requirements, keeping Anatomy and Physiology I but also requiring Composition and Medical Terminology.  This will better prepare the student for program courses by ensuring adequate writing skills as well as laying a foundation for understanding medical terms the students will encounter in the first program courses.

Other curriculum changes include making all general education/support courses pre-requisites to program courses as the student matriculates through the program.  This will ensure compliance with CAPTE criteria that “the program provide evidence that general education/support courses are required to be taken in an appropriate sequence that ensures all students have the necessary prerequisite coursework before taking the technical education coursework and that graduation is not delayed because of lack of completion of general education or support courses.”    
R. Kramer will attach proposed changes to the meeting minutes so committee members can take more time to look over the changes and provide feedback.

V. Announcements
· Committee members discussed M. Sullivan and J. Switzer’s recent  presentations in an orthopedic symposium offered by SPC’s CE Department.  Faculty and fellow committee members were very complimentary on their contributions as well as the symposium.  D. Erickson did not remember receiving information regarding the course and asked if committee members could be added to SPC’s CE Department mailing list. 

R. Kramer has given a mailing list to Denise Kerwin in Continuing Education of current PTA advisory committee members so that they may receive course offerings.  
· R. Kramer distributed fliers on the upcoming APTA CI Credentialing course being offered by SPC December 5-6.
