ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE

PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT PROGRAM

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES, 11/17/09
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Marlon Alaan, Winston Biltz, Sue Barber, Mary Ellen Barkman, David Erickson, Ernesto Monroy,  David Pingol, Shamsah Shidi, Maryellen Sullivan, Jim Switzer,  Tricia Trinque

GUESTS PRESENT:
Amy Brush (Outreach Coordinator)
PTA STUDENTS PRESENT:
Darrell Winkle (Sophomore class President)


Keri Petys (Sophomore Treasurer)

PROGRAM FACULTY:
Rebecca Kramer (Program Director)

Marja Beaufait, Mary Hanlon, Barb Heier
MEETING TIME:
7:00 PM – 9:15 PM

I. Introductions

Committee members and others introduced themselves and indicated their current place of employment.  
II. Program Update
R. Kramer reported the following:

· On May 9, 2009 the PTA Program graduated 27 students.  Three other students have finished the PTA curriculum but still have general education/support courses to finish.  Two anticipate graduating in July 2009 and one in December 2009.  This class initially began in the fall of 2007 with 45 students.

· There are 31 sophomores.  This class initially began with 46 in the fall of 2008.
· There are 42 freshmen.  This class admitted 48, had one no-show, and began with 47 students in August of 2009.  There were 99 applicants for this class, 67 of them met the admissions requirements.
· The program is full for the August 2010 class.  There are 37 students who have been admitted for 2011. 

III. Review of PTA curriculum for Clinic Relevancy
Ms. Beaufait discussed course content for PHT 1121/1121L and the need to spend so much time in reviewing Anatomy & Physiology I material.  Advisory Committee recommendations included:   raising the program admission requirement from a “C or better” in Anatomy & Physiology I
to a “B or better” and to provide students at orientation with reading assignments for review of anatomy.  Students will be told that a Quiz on this material will be administered on the first day of class.
Ms. Hanlon discussed course content for PHT 1200/1200L and the lack of student’s preparation for critical thinking type questions required for the course.  It was suggested to offer PHT 1200, Basic Patient Care, as a lecture course in the summer with open enrollment to any student.  This would expose potential program applicants to the intensity of program courses and possibly assist with lowering attrition rates.
Action:  R. Kramer will invite HEC Provost to a faculty meeting in the spring to discuss Committee suggestions and the viability of implementation.

IV. Program Readmission Policy
R. Kramer distributed a newly created program readmission policy for Committee review.  Rationale for the new policy was to limit the number of times a student who has not been successful in program courses can reapply to the program thus allowing other individuals the opportunity to enter the program.  Committee members approved the new policy. 
Action:  New Readmission Policy will become effective in the fall of 2010.  This new policy will be posted on the PTA website and in the PTA Student Handbook.  
V. CI Professional Involvement/Student Professional Involvement
R. Kramer distributed APTA’s PTA Student Evaluation of Clinical Experience forms for discussion on item #9 (CI involvement in professional development and involvement in district, state, regional and/or national professional activities).  Student ratings on their CIs during the past year have been above the program threshold :  < 20% of student ratings on the student assessment of clinical experience be at a rating of 3 or better on a 5 point Likert scale.  During the last clinical 30% of student ratings on this item were below a 3.

Committee members cited traveling distance (time involved and cost) as the predominant factor preventing most of them from attending or involvement in professional activities at all levels (district, state, regional and/or national).  Several Committee members were actively involved in West Central District activities when the meetings were held in Pinellas County.  For the last several years meetings have been at USF in Tampa. 
Action:  R. Kramer will contact Diana Ickes, Regional Director of the West Central District, to investigate the possibility of setting up a video conference for one of the district FPTA meetings utilizing USF and SPC as host sites.  Having meeting sites in both Hillsborough and Pinellas counties would decrease travel time and cost, increasing accessibility to attending/participating in district activities for Pinellas county PTs and PTAs. 

Faculty also discussed with Committee members the lack of success in motivating students to join APTA and participation in professional meetings, and whether the appearance of lack of CI involvement in the profession was a contributor.   Committee members discussed that perhaps some of the same barriers of CI involvement; funds, travel and time, could also be preventing students from participation.  Ideas generated included having the students write a letter to APTA asking for a free year of membership to see first-hand member benefits and to incorporate utilization of the APTA website (hooked on evidence, defensible documentation, career planning resources, legislative advocacy, reimbursement information and updates, etc.) into PTA course requirements.  Questions were raised that if use of the website was a course requirement could APTA membership fees then be built-in into lab fees and paid from this fund.  
Action:  R. Kramer will discuss with HEC Provost the feasibility of building in APTA membership to student lab fees.
VI. Developing PTA Programs in Florida
D. Erickson distributed handouts outlining developing PTA Programs in Florida and their current accreditation status, CAPTE Clinical Education Requirements and how to provide comments to CAPTE about programs under review.  He discussed the need for all programs to have clinical education experiences of sufficient quality, quantity and variety.  With so many new programs opening in the state there is concern that the number of students will exceed the available clinical slots.  It was explained to Committee members that CAPTE is receptive to comments from clinic facilities;   CAPTE can be notified via the website on page three of the handout if clinics feel they cannot support another physical therapy program with additional student affiliation slots.   
VII. Equipment
Committee members approved the purchase of a new hydrocollator and new equipment (designed for the bariatric patient) to accommodate the increase in weight and size of several students in the program. (Wheelchairs, mat tables, walkers, etc).  
VIII. Announcements

R. Kramer reported the APTA’s Basic Clinical Instructor Credentialing course will be held at HEC, room 218, Friday and Saturday February 26th and 27th.  Registration will be sent electronically to all Committee members and CCCEs.  Committee members were asked to forward the information to anyone they know who might be interested in attending.

Announcement was made of SPC President Dr. Carl Kuttler’s intent to retire as of December 31st.  Plans are to appoint an interim president until   March or April when a board decision is expected on a new permanent president. 
