
PARKS AND LEISURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday December 12, 2008 from 8:30 a.m.  – 10.30 am (college-wide meetings)

	Topic
	Discussion/Recommendations  
	Action

	
	
	

	· Open 
	Chairperson Joan Byrne Director of Recreation, Parks and Arts opened the meeting,
	Attendees included Joan Byrne (Largo), Vice-Chair Corey Kapes (St. Petersburg), Dawn Lewellyn (Clearwater) Sherry McBee (St. Petersburg) Cliff Footlick (St. Petersburg), Jim Sheets (Seminole)  Dr. James Olliver, Amy Brush, Larry Goldsmith 
Excused Paul Cozzie/Pinellas County, Kevin Dunbar(Clearwater), Margie Pricard(Tarpon Springs), Duane Crandall (Seminole, Clarence Scott (St. Petersburg), Phil Bell (SPC Student)


	· Approval of June 2008 Minutes
	Motion to approve – Jim Sheets with second by Dawn Lewellyn   


	Minutes approved unanimous. 

	· Program / Curriculum Review 

	Discussion on current course offerings.  Each course was presented and an overview given.  Members discussed breaking down current courses into sub-groups and creating new courses from these groups.  For example, Therapeutic Recreation is currently a component of LEI 1401. Another example is Event Planning which is a component of LEI 1401. 
Discussion on how enrollment is measured and the difference between an AA and an AS degree. 
Discussion on the SPC Bachelor of Applied Science Degree in Management & Organizational Leadership degree and how this business-related degree might fit for students wanting to add more administration and management skills to their parks and leisure degree.  


	Support for sustaining the current course structure with the idea to build upon the present program as the foundation for the future. 
Recommendation to increase additional offerings in the future as the economy strengthened. The committee will revisit this item as enrollment rises.


	· Enrollment  and Recruitment
	Members reviewed current marketing program.  Activities include flyer distributions at the state and regional workshops and conferences to members of the state Parks and Recreation association, an active program with members of the SPC real team and a direct email campaign were some of the highlights.

Review of Fall enrollment statistics and how this number is increasing for the upcoming Spring session.  
Committee member Cory Kapes shared marketing ideas he picked up while attending the NRPA conference in Baltimore.  The workshop focused on how to attract students into the parks and leisure field.  Mr. Kapes offered eight points from that meeting. 
Committee discussed the idea that our prime audience may not be the (senior management) Parks and Leisure professionals but more the entry and mid-level professionals.
Committee members discussed employability standards.  Students should be aware this is a field where background checks will be required.  

	Continue current marketing activities including marketing to the SPC ‘Real Team’ in promoting the program. 

Focus on AA students that have not yet selected a major.

Support for the SPC Bachelor of Applied Science Degree in Management & Organizational Leadership as a viable option for students graduating with our two year AS degree in Parks and Leisure Services.

Maintain a ‘booth’ at the Florida Recreation and Park Association’s Providing Ultimate Leisure Programs (PULP), Programming Workshop Jan. 21-23, 2009.  
Support of participating in regional workshops to promote the A.S. degree to entry and mid-level employees.
Support for a written statement in course content stating, positions in this industry require background checks.


	· Cooperative Education/Internships
	The Cooperative Education program at St. Petersburg College was discussed.  Committee members expressed the importance of students coming into the field to have real world experiences. 

Committee members reviewed the Parks and Leisure General Cooperative Education Program Guidelines. Students are required to participate in a coop experience. (LEI 2949 Co-Op Work Experience.) 

Discussed LEI 1404C, Applied Parks and Leisure Program Design. This course requires students to complete 16 hours in the field. 

Staff and committee members discussed the difficulty students have in acquiring opportunities to meet their educational requirements for these two classes 

	Agreement to work with the Department in creating a formal Cooperative Education program arraignment. (LEI 2949 Co-Op Work Experience.) 

Agreement to work with the Department to develop an educational component to fit the 15 hours field experience requirement associated with LEI 1404C, Applied Parks and Leisure Program Design.

 

	· Habitat Park/Environmental Center(Programs, services and equipment ideas)
	Dr Olliver provided an overview including a rendering of the Natural Habitat Park and Environmental Center followed by discussion of committee members

An overview of the proposed A.S. in Environmental Science Technology curriculum followed by discussion of committee members.

Additional discussion on how these courses are evolving into a four year program and their curriculum. This four year degree curriculum has the potential to become an excellent counter-part to the SPC Bachelor of Applied Science Degree in Management & Organizational Leadership for our A.S. Parks and Leisure Services students. Students wanting a career which follows an environmental and sustainability route will find this path another option. 

Board members were requested to be attentive to potential grants, especially for the Habitat Park.  Two resources discussed were the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Grant Program and the Water Conservation Fund.

Additionally board members were asked for suggestions on equipment applicable to a class room setting whereas the department might apply for some of the available Perkins Funding.

 
	

	Committee Membership
	Discussion of the value and importance of having committee representation outside the public section.  Committee members were asked to suggest potential candidates from any of these areas: Federal, State, Youth, Marginalized groups, People with disabilities, Therapeutic, Commercial, Event Planning and Sustainable/Environmental recreation. 
	Members will submit potential  candidates’ contact information for further follow-up by the department 

	Additional Items
	
	The Parks and Leisure Services Department will host the quarterly meeting of the county parks and recreation directors January 21st, 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.




	Next meeting:

October 2009
	Specific date to be announced.  [Advisory meeting will be scheduled to avoid a conflict with the NRPA conference in Salt Lake City, Utah. The annual conference is set for October 13 - 16, 2009]

	Minutes and agenda to be forwarded to members for review in advance of October 2009 meeting.

Administration and faculty express their appreciation of committee members for their efforts and contributions.

Happy holiday and seasons greeting

Thank You 



	Adjournment
	
	Adjourned at 10:30 am.
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