
PARKS AND LEISURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

DATE:  June 18, 2008 from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm (college-wide meetings)

	Topic
	Discussion/Recommendations  
	Action

	
	
	

	Open House
	Introduction of new Instructor-in-Charge 
	Attendees included P & L advisory board, SPC administrators, staff and the public at large



	Election of Officers
	Joan Byrne Director of Recreation, Parks and Arts, Dept, City of Largo was nominated as Chairperson and Cory Kapes, supervisor, St Petersburg Recreation Department nominated as Vice Chairperson.  .   


	There were no other nominations.  The vote was unanimous. 

	Program Report

	A general overview provided on steps being undertaken to increase enrollment and steps being taken to strengthen the current foundation of the program.    Long-term goal, working with the committee is to create a viable educational program for professionals in the field (within the region as well as distance learning) and for those interested in Parks and Leisure as a profession.  


	Board expressed support.  Members will work with college staff to set direction and achieve objectives.

	Recruitment and Marketing
	
	

	· Academic Advisors and related staff at SPC
	Two emails were distributed to the 200 plus members of the REAL team at SPC. The flyers promoted the P & L program including the fall schedule of classes 


	None needed

	· Pinellas Public Schools High School Academies
	Career Academies are four year programs (located in various high schools) designed to blend a student's required academic courses with the career technical program of the academy. At the present time there is not a  Parks & Leisure academy related to our curriculum. 
	Table for future discussion

	· Tuition Reimbursement Programs
	Member’s employee tuition reimbursement programs of various departments discussed. – Most of the communities have some type of tuition reimbursement program. 
	Support was expressed by the board to promote the Parks and Leisure program to their employees.  Staff will distribute flyers to board members for distribution to their employees.



	· State Recreation and Parks Conference
	Discussion covered the State conference in Orlando in August
	Committee recommended a Parks and Leisure representative attend conference, Promote program with a specific activity such as a display table, an online program, sponsorship

	· In-house (within SPC) marketing 


	Distribution of flyers to Real Team (academic advisors & college-wide staff with student contacts; Posting and display of flyers in main student enrollment areas; Development of online Parks and Leisure site; promoting the availability of new instructor to address inquires; attend InfoFest; promote program to college personnel   


	None needed

	· Other Marketing Options 
	Market distance learning opportunities at popular social sites on the Internet
	To be researched 

	Advisory Committee Members 
	Extensive discussion on how board members can promote and market program and curriculum 
	Members will include a career development component as part of their employees’ education and valuation process and to promote program to their employees; distribute  brochures to other communities P and L Departments in the area; Display materials to residents In their community; promote program at state conference and to existing and new members at state and national conferences 

	Professional Membership
	Discussion centered on the Florida Recreation and Parks Association, the National Recreation and Parks Association  and its Society for Parks and Recreation Educators

 
	Instructor-in-Charge should become a member of both organization; attend the state conference in Orlando in August

	Curriculum
	Distributed flyers outlining curriculum
	Table to next meeting.  Members will continue to give thought to new trends and developments for consideration as possible new courses and programs in the future

	Scholarships


	Discussion centered around what might be available through the state or national association. The Florida Recreation and Parks Association have a page on their web site about student scholarships. One example is the Joe Abrahams Professional scholarship. The board will also consider the possibility of its own of its own fund 

raiser such as a golf tournament.  
	Tabled for a future meeting

	Cooperative Education and Internships
	Distributed Co-op education instructional guide for students. The form describes the educational component (Measureable Learning Objectives) of the Co-op program
	The Co-op program tabled for future discussion

	University Partnership Center
	Brief overview of University Partnership Program
	Tabled for a future meeting

	Private Sector Board  Representation
	Discussion of value and importance of having private sector representation
	Members will submit possible candidates 


	Additional Items
	Dr. James Olliver, Provost St. Petersburg College spoke of the environment and sustainability.  Members were encouraged to share what we/they can do from a parks and leisure component.  Dr. Olliver also spoke of the development of the Seminole site as a Nature and 

Environmental area.  This should include board involvement down the road.


	Board members were requested to visit the Parks and Leisure Services web site and recommend additions and links for the site.

Board members were requested to go online and double check their contact information including 

their professional designation and to email any changes and/or update back to the department



	Next meeting:

October 16, 2008
	Members agreed to the proposed October 16th meeting date. 

(This is the same week of the National Recreation and Parks association meeting. Some members are attending this conference.)


	Minutes and agenda to be forwarded to members for review in advance of Oct. 16th 

	Adjournment
	
	Adjourned at approximately 12:00 pm.
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