
PARKS AND LEISURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday, June 4, 2009 from 8:30 a.m.  – 10.30 am (college-wide meetings)

	Topic
	Discussion/Recommendations  
	Action

	
	
	

	· Call to Order 
	Chairperson Joan Byrne Director of Recreation, Parks and Arts opened the meeting,
	Attendees included Joan Byrne (Largo), Vice-Chair Corey Kapes (St. Petersburg), Dawn Lewellyn (Clearwater) Paul Cozzie /Pinellas County, Kevin Dunbar(Clearwater), Margie Pricard (Tarpon Springs), Jim Sheets (Seminole), Dr. James Olliver, Susan Burnett, Larry Goldsmith 
Guests Joe Malo (CL Marine Aquarium), Mike Roberts, YMCA of the Suncoast Bardmoor Branch

Excused Cliff Footlick (St. Petersburg), Sherry McBee (St. Petersburg)  Duane Crandall (Seminole, Clarence Scott (St. Petersburg), Phil Bell (SPC Student)



	· Approval of December 12, 2008 Minutes
	Motion to approve – Jim Sheets with second by Kevin Dunbar   


	Minutes approved unanimously. 

	· New Members 
	Introduction of proposed new members Mike Roberts, Executive Director of the YMCA of the Suncoast Bardmoor Branch and Joe Malo, Director of Education for the Clearwater Marine Aquarium


	Introduction and welcome by committee members

	Educational Program


	Discussion of the expansion of the Parks and Leisure Services Curriculum.

Committee members emphasize that timing may be ripe for SPC to step up to fill the void which may be occurring at state universities in light of the proposed fiscal changes due to the economy.  Proposed changes in the parks and leisure curriculums at Florida State University and Florida International University may open a window for another Florida school to assume leadership.  

The board discussed the possibility of dividing the current Associate of Science Parks and Leisure curriculum into sub plans.  The belief is that more students will be drawn to the program if we can offer diversity in the program.  Potential sub plans to be discussed are Recreation Programming, Commercial Recreation, Event Planning, Therapeutic Recreation, Park Maintenance and Horticulture, Non-Profit Recreation, Park Ranger and Security and Administration and Management. Some members suggested rather than sub plans, the department should consider a collection of courses (drawn from the list above) where students could pick the five courses they are most interested.
Talk evolved into a discussion on the college’s four year baccalaureate program.  Focus centered on the viability of aligning (sort of cross-fertilization) of Hospitality, Environmental Science and Parks and Leisure under one umbrella (e.g., Bachelor’s in Community and Leisure Services).

.

The committee discussed the importance of holding a (Mini) DACUM (Designing a Curriculum) meeting similar to the process when the Parks and Leisure program was originally created.  Members stated it was time again to review such issues as: 

“What are the skills needed to be employed in the field?” and “What should a two and four year graduate be able to do?”  
Susan Burnett discussed industry certifications with the committee.

	Support for a sub committee of members to consider:
Creation of  sub-plans/tracks for the current A. S. Parks and Leisure Services Degree

Collection of related courses allowing students to customized an A. S. Parks and Leisure Services Degree

Conducting a DACUM (mini) to discuss the idea of a four year baccalaureate degree program which would bring together Hospitality, Environmental Science and Parks and Leisure under one umbrella (e.g., Bachelor’s in Community and Leisure Services).
It was recommended that the Florida Recreation and Park Association participate at the mini DACUM. It also was recommended that both the YMCA and Boys and Girls Club be represented.

Another consideration at some point is to have all three AS. Program representatives sit at the table to discuss a combined four year degree proposal.

	· Cooperative Education/Internships
	The newly implemented Cooperative Education program was reviewed. Eleven employers have posted Cooperative Education opportunities on our Angel CO-OP job board.

Committee members once again expressed the importance of students coming into the field with demonstrated hands-on, real world experiences. 

Committee members discussed their new staffing levels and how our program could serve as a valuable resource to their programs.

Staff shared with the committee a change in credit hours request proposal that is now being considered by college administration. Current rule requires students to complete their 3 credit hours COOP requirement all in one semester. The request is that credit hours for COOP be changed to allow students to enroll for one, two or three credit hours. Committee members express this switch would allow them to give students broader opportunities with more variety.  It also will require less staff time for start-up training as the students will be with the employers over a longer period of time.
The LEI 1404C, Applied Parks and Leisure Program Design field requirement for students was discussed. 

	Committee members stated that their organizations will complete the application to become a CO-OP work site (LEI 2949 Co-Op Work Experience.) 

Agreement to work with the Department to develop an educational component to fit the 16 hours field experience requirement associated with LEI 1404C, Applied Parks and Leisure Program Design.

 Support for allowing COOP students to enroll for either one, two or three credit hours.

	· Enrollment  and Recruitment
	Members reviewed current marketing program.  A number of suggestions for marketing were discussed.  
A new flyer was suggested that is more appealing to the working professionals in the field.  The current flyer focuses more on individuals entering college for the first time, and not employed yet in parks and recreation.

Reviewed of Fall enrollment statistics and how the numbers have increased from the previous fall semester.  
FRPA education initiatives were discussed with emphasis on the importance to attract new people to the program
Criteria to measure success were discussed. Some of the measurement points discussed were Growth in Program, Class Productivity, Total Students enrolled in the Parks and Leisure Program and Non-Parks and Recreation A. A. students. 


	Members will work with department staff to distribute flyers at their sites, post flyers at public facilities and speak with their employers.  

Department should focus on entry level and mid level employees working in the field without degrees.

Continue to work with the State Association including participation on FRPA Emails.
Support for joint ventures with the Florida Recreation and Park Association. This should include joint ventures utilizing the webinars and use of the Digitorium. 


	· Habitat Park/Environmental Center(Programs, services and equipment ideas)
	Dr Olliver provided an update of the Habitat Park Project. The first phase of the Habitat Park will commence this fall.  That first phase (about a half a million dollar project) will include a walkway to the ponds, a raised boardwalk to the edge of the pine woodlands, and outdoor classroom and dock/water sampling station on the largest pond for use by the Parks and Leisure Services and Environmental Science Technology programs.  Plans have been made for additional phases of the project (to include more boardwalks and an environmental building and display center) once the programs grow and the economy improves.

	

	Committee Membership
	Discussion of the value and importance of having advisory committee representation outside the public section.  Committee members were asked to suggest potential candidates from any of these areas: Federal, State, Youth, Commercial, Event Planning and Sustainable/Environmental recreation.
 
	Members will continue to seek new candidates to be recommended for the advisory committee  

	Additional Items
	Announcement that the Parks and Leisure Services Department had their first graduates:  Ashley Gower and Jenna Whelan. Ashley and Jenna were unable to attend the advisory committee meeting)

Students Parks, Recreation and Leisure Club will be starting up in the fall with a kick-off general sign-up meeting.

Board members were provided a copy of the Advisory Committee.


	The Florida Recreation and Park Association will host their annual meeting August 24-28, 2009 at Walt Disney World.

Congratulations by the advisory committee were extended to Ashley Gower and Jenna Whelan as the first graduates of the Parks and Leisure Services Associate of Science. program.  Members were ecstatic with this milestone.  
Committee members will complete the survey online.


	Adjournment
	
	Adjourned at 10:30 am.


SPC Parks and Leisure Services


