Sign Language Interpretation Program

Advisory Committee Meeting

Minutes for October 3, 2007
Members Present
   Faculty and Staff


  Interpreters

Jack Humburg, Chair
Karen Sidwell, Program Director
  Cynthia Bedient

Judge Bruce Boyer                   Mike Henry



 
  Irma Fenley

Charon Aurand   
Joan Smith

Dawnmarie Caggiano


Noel Cherasaro
Members Absent
Aaron Orange
John Blaylock


Rosa Rodriquez

        Marilyn Knetzer





        Linda Roberts

I. Welcome

Jack Humburg, Chairman of the Sign Language Interpretation Program Advisory Committee, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  The meeting was held in the EpiCenter Building.  Immediately prior to the meeting, members attended the Advisory Committee “You Light Our Way” luncheon hosted by Dr. Kuttler and his staff.  Following several positive comments about the luncheon, members and faculty introduced themselves.  

II. Roll Call/Establish Quorum

A quorum was established.

III. Minutes

A motion to accept the minutes was made by Judge Boyer and seconded by Rosa Rodriguez.  Minutes were unanimously approved.

IV. Old Business

Articulation Agreement Update:  Karen Sidwell stated that the articulation agreement had been sent to the college attorney.  Karen Sidwell apologized to the committee for the delay in the process, explaining that she had believed that the agreement had been forwarded to Dr. Clay’s office and so reported to the Advisory Committee.  When Karen discovered that the agreement had not been forwarded, she immediately forwarded it to Dr. Clay who sent it to the college attorney’s office.  The Advisory Committee members accepted the apology and offered their help.   Karen will contact Jack Humburg if problems with the agreement occur.  
In conjunction with the agreement, Mike Henry noted that based on information gained from the National Consortium, attended by Sammie Elser in May, it would be preferable for our program to be a feeder program for a college or university which offers a four (4) year program.  USF was mentioned as a possible partner.
Actions:  (1) Karen Sidwell will contact Jack Humburg if problems occur with the articulation agreement.  (2) The department will look toward a possible partnership with a college/university offering a bachelor’s degree in interpreter training.
Website:   After the meeting in May, the website was updated.  Since then, new staff members Marika Robinson, Instructional Assistant, and Joan Smith, staff assistant, need to be included. 

Action: The SLIP staff will suggest further changes to the website and will continue to update as needed.   Marika Robinson will help keep the website current. 
Program Review:  A copy of The Sign Language Interpretation Comprehensive Academic Program Review (CAPR) 2006-2007 was given to each attendee at the beginning of the meeting.  

Karen Sidwell referred to the Summary section on page 31, pointing out that statistics have been collected over the past three (3) years to illustrate trends which reflect the success of the program. 

Mike Henry offered information regarding the chart on page 12.  This chart tracks the number of program graduates.  The total number of graduates is low and is likely to be misinterpreted for two reasons.  (1) While students begin as Sign Language Interpretation Program majors, some are advised that by taking a few more classes, they can earn an AA degree.  Upon completion of their certification under the AA degree, these students are no longer considered graduates of the Sign Language Interpretation Program.  This is a common occurrence.  (2) SLIP students have been successful in finding employment before actually completing the program.  Immediate earning potential tends to distract students, at least temporarily, from finishing their A.S. degree in the program.

Mike Henry also stated that current enrollment (fall 2007) is high in the Interpreting Internship class (10 students) and in ASL I (182) & II (62), showing that the conduit is full for students continuing with advanced classes.  
Aaron Orange asked if the program has any record or report stating where students who have left the program have gone.  He suggested that this would be meaningful content for future program reviews.   Mike responded that consideration will be made to tracking this information for future reports.
Jack Humburg requested a vote for approval of the CAPR in its final form.  All in attendance approved the document.

Action:  The Advisory Committee approved of the final form of the SLIP CAPR.

AA/BA Degree Follow-up:  Karen Sidwell stated that a rewriting of bachelor’s degree requirements will occur at the national level.  SPC SLIP will encourage students to work towards a bachelor’s degree; however, at some point consideration may need to be given to A.A. degree versus A.S. degree since many bachelor’s degrees in interpreting are B.A. degrees.  Whether the program offers an A.A. or A.S. degree, the Advisory Committee is essential to the success of SLIP.

Regarding A.A. degrees, Judge Boyer commented that there is substantially less funding available for students who earn more than 60 credit hours than for those who earn their AA degree.  Charon Aurand added that some employers pay more for those who have the AA degree, since the demand is so great in this field.  
No action was taken.
V. New Business

      Judge Boyer inquired about online classes.  Karen stated that one online class
      (Structure of American Sign Language) is in development and that some faculty members would 
      like to offer additional blended and/or online classes.  Technological purchases will be needed.
Logitech QuickCam: Karen Sidwell directed everyone’s attention to the handout showing a Logitech QuickCam Orbit MP Webcam.  This device connects to a pc, enabling an instructor to communicate remotely with a student who has a webcam.
Rationale for purchase:  

1.
QuickCams will be used for online and blended classes.  

2.
QuickCam is a valuable tool to assess students’ work in and out of the classroom.  
3.
QuickCams will be used for creating projects, for testing, and for practicing and reviewing


signing techniques.  
Karen Sidwell and the SLIP faculty proposed ordering 24 QuickCam Orbit MP Webcams to be used in labs and in SLIP faculty members’ offices. Since the cost of 24 QuickCams @ $129.99 each would exceed $1000, Karen asked for the Advisory Committee’s approval of this expenditure.
Discussion:  

Judge Boyer brought up the issue of communication compatibility between QuickCams installed on Macintosh systems communicating with QuickCams installed on Microsoft systems. 

Other areas of concern are internet access/security/firewalls.  Karen Sidwell responded that SLIP currently has a scenario in place, using ANGEL, and that no problems have developed.  Examples of successful use were shared.  Karen also stated that prior to purchase, TRS personnel will be asked to evaluate and make a recommendation about this technology.  

Charon Aurond added that technology should not be an issue of concern and advised that the network administrator might need to provide dedicated ip addresses for the pc’s using QuickCams.  In addition, the administrator might need to allow the remote ip addresses access to these particular pcs. This effort would require the approval of and coordination with the campus network administrator, in order to be successful.  

Aaron Orange would like video relay service content and practice added to relevant courses so that SLIP students are qualified in video relay techniques.  Mike Henry commented that Frona Elkes is considering the inclusion of this topic in her future Interactive Interpreting Class (EHD 1403).  In this class, the lab scenario with QuickCams would allow students to practice, record, and simulate videocam/relay interpretation for real world applications.
Mike Henry stated that in the blended classroom, face-to-face communications between faculty and students will remain essential, but that remote technology via QuickCams will be a useful, practical tool to enhance instruction.

Jack Humburg asked the board to vote on the purchase of 24 Logitech QuickCam Orbit MP Webcams.  Charon Aurond made the first motion, and Noel Cherasaro seconded the motion.   Judge Boyer cast the only opposing vote, and the motion was approved.

Action:  Karen Sidwell will work with TRS personnel regarding the purchase and installation.  If TRS personnel agree that the QuickCam is compatible with current SPC technology, the QuickCams will be ordered and installed.  If TRS personnel find incompatibility issues and suggest an alternative purchase, Karen will report the findings to Jack Humburg and order the alternative.  Karen will report on the webcam usage at the next meeting.

Recruitment of Adjuncts: Karen Sidwell spoke about a desperate need for adjuncts for SLIP and asked for the Advisory Committee’s help to locate qualified adjuncts.  Charon Aurond expressed an interest in helping.   Aaron Orange stated that he may be able to assist, as well.  Both requested credentialing and pay information.
Action: Karen will electronically send a memo outlining requirements for credentialing for all SLIP classes. 
Spring Meeting: The next meeting will be February 6, 2008, at noon in LA191 on the Clearwater campus. 

VI. Adjourn

Judge Boyer made a motion to adjourn.  Rosa Rodriguez seconded.  The motion was passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 2:18 p.m.

