St. Petersburg College
Veterinary Technology Program
Advisory Committee Meeting

10/16/08 EPI Center
Minutes
Attending:

Kin Sweet, Rhonda Valdez, Robert Barrett, Brett Drysdale, Rich Flora, Gary Oswald, Shirley Sabin
Regrets:  Thomas Lane, Duane Steward, Ray Mobley, Eric Petersen

OLD BUSINESS
	Topic
	Discussion/Recommendations  
	Action

	
	
	

	Review April 10, 2008 minutes
	Move to approve Kin Sweet
  Second Gary Oswald
	Approved

	
	
	

	Enrollment
	Discussed enrollment for AS and BAS programs.  

Enrollment for the AS program is steady.  Summer enrollment for the BAS program is up approximately 30% from last summer.  

Have established Affiliation Agreements with Indian 

River Community, Valencia Community College, Daytona Beach Community College, Central Florida Community College, Lake City Community College, Okaloosa – Walton Community College, Palm Beach Community College, West Virginia University at Parkersburg, and Raritan Valley (NJ) Community College.

Have established an articulation into our BAS program with Brevard CC’s AS vet tech program.

Also have articulation agreements with Orange county Schools, St Lucie County Schools, Hernando County Schools, and Pinellas county Schools.

	Continue to contact  Florida CC’s regarding formalizing articulation agreements for their students.


	Program Changes


	Curriculum changes in the BAS program became effective with the fall 2008 semester.  BAS animal rehabilitation course will be developed during 2009-10 academic year.

	

	Web page changes
	New AS web page is much more user friendly.  Have added information regarding scholarships specifically available to vet tech students.

	

	SPC Television Station
	TV station is not an alternative at this point.  Institutional Advancement has offered to produce short video clips for the programs.

	Arrange for time to produce videos with IA.


	Graduation
	Graduated 41 AS students at the May 2008 commencement and 17 at the July 2008 commencement.  Graduated 8 BAS students at the May 2008 commencement and 2 at the July 2008 commencement.

	

	VTNE results
	Discussed VTNE results.  SPC pass rate for the June 2008 administration was 79.4% for first-time takers, 22.2% for repeat takers, and 76.9% overall.  National pass rate was 64.3% overall, 72.2% for first-time takers, and 22.2% for repeat takers


	Continue to evaluate course content, teaching effectiveness, and test performance.



	New building
	Location of new building is not determined at this date.  Occupancy date of fall 2010 is still projected.
	

	New VT programs
	Hillsborough program should receive provisional accreditation in November.  New program at Florida A&M began this fall.  Miami Dade accreditation status is now probational.

	

	Equipment purchases
	Digital radiograph is now installed and part of the radiology lab courses.

	

	Labor market data
	Bureau of Labor Statistics has identified veterinary technologists/technicians as the 5th highest growing profession in the United States for the 2006-2016 time period.  The projected growth rate is 41%.


	

	Graduate placement
	Placement continues to be 90% +
	

	Graduate and Employer Surveys
	Graduate and employer surveys indicate both groups are very satisfied with the programs.  

	Continue to monitor both surveys to determine areas where improvement might be needed.


	Course review
	Formal course review process is completed.
	Continue monitor performance on VTNE to determine where changes might be needed.


	Refresher or continuing education
	Have discussed CE courses with our corporate training staff.  One potential issue is there is a lot of free CE available.
	Comtinue to work with corporate training to determine feasibility of CE.


	Student Internship at Lowry Park Zoo
	First student is participating in internship.

	Receive student’s evaluation of internship upon completion.

	BAS update
	New curriculum goes in place for the fall 2008 semester.
	


NEW BUSINESS
	Topic
	Discussion/Recommendations  
	Action

	
	
	

	“Second Life”
	No new developments.  Brett Drysdale is using to develop a virtual veterinary clinic as part of her class work.

	

	Harmony, Florida
	No new developments.

	

	Internships
	New internship with Florida Aquarium will begin in February, 2009.  New internships are being formalized with the Clearwater Aquarium and White Oak Conservation Center.  Discussions are continuing with University of Florida for post-graduate internships.  Discussions with Avow Hospice in Naples continues, also.  Internship with IDEXX labs and Mote Marine Aquarium will resume in January after new lab director and veterinarian, respectively, are in place.

	Discussed internships with Florida Veterinary Specialists and Tampa Bay Veterinary Specialists.  Gary Oswald and Shirley Sabin will investigate with their organizations.

	Avian Resource
	Robert “Tut” Barrett advised the committee of his sanctuary that will open soon.  Offered his resources to help student instruction.
	

	Next meeting
	Will be in April, 2009.  Attendance through teleconference will be an option.
	Exact date to be determined in first quarter 2009.


