St. Petersburg College
Veterinary Technology Program
Advisory Committee Meeting

5/7/09
Minutes
Attending:  Thomas Lane, Kin Sweet, Rhonda Valdez, Brett Drysdale, Rich Flora 

Regrets:  Duane Steward, Ray Mobley, Eric Petersen, Robert Barrett, Gary Oswald, Shirley Sabin
OLD BUSINESS
	Topic
	Discussion/Recommendations  
	Action

	
	
	

	Review October 16, 2008 minutes
	Move to approve Brett Drysdale
Second Kin Sweet
	Approved

	Enrollment
	Discussed enrollment for AS and BAS programs.  

Enrollment for the AS program is down a little.  Probably economy related.  BAS enrollment is steady.
Have a new affiliation agreement with Yuba Valley college in California.
Working with St Lucie County Schools and Indian river State College to establish a cohort of students there until IRSC’s vet tech program is established in the next 2-3 years.
	Continue to contact  schools nation wide regarding formalizing articulation agreements for their students.


	Program Changes


	No changes in the curriculum have occurred in the past 6 months.

	

	Web page changes
	Ability to have interested students request information through the web site has worked out very well.

	

	SPC Television Station
	Institutional Advancement has developed a promotional video for the programs that is almost finished.

	Will send out link to video when finished.


	Graduation
	Graduated 35 AS students at the May 2009 commencement and 31 at the December 2008 commencement.  Graduated 13 BAS students at the May 2009 commencement and 7 at the December 2008 commencement.

	

	VTNE results
	Discussed VTNE results.  SPC pass rate for the January 2009 administration was 80.0% for first-time takers, 50.0% for repeat takers, and 72.5% overall.  National pass rate was 59.2% overall, 70.5% for first-time takers, and 34.7% for repeat takers


	Continue to evaluate course content, teaching effectiveness, and test performance.



	New building
	Currently working with Pinellas County regarding a site for the new building.  Final agreement hopefully will be reached in June.  Occupancy date of fall 2010 is still projected.
	Will advise when final agreement is reached.

	New VT programs
	Hillsborough program received provisional accreditation in November.  New program at Florida A&M will begin this fall.  Open house for new FAMU building was May 5.  Miami Dade accreditation status is now probational.

	

	Equipment purchases
	Digital radiograph is working well and a great asset for the radiology lab courses.  New Heska blood machines are ordered with Perkins grant.  

	Advisory board approved addition of Heska machines.  Thanked Susan Burnett for her efforts on the program’s behalf.

	Labor market data
	Author in New Jersey identified veterinary technology as the 2nd most recession-proof profession.  CBS Evening News and our local NBC affiliate did pieces about our programs.

	

	Graduate placement
	Placement continues to be 90% +
	

	Graduate and Employer Surveys
	Graduate and employer surveys indicate both groups are very satisfied with the programs.  

	Continue to monitor both surveys to determine areas where improvement might be needed.

	Course review
	Formal course review process is completed.
	Continue monitor performance on VTNE to determine where changes might be needed.


	Refresher or continuing education
	Continue to evaluate if CE is a possibility.  Discussed amount of quality, free CE available as competition.
	Continue to work with corporate training to determine feasibility of CE.


	Student Internship at Lowry Park Zoo
	First student has completed internship.  Second student applying to start in January 2010 after her graduation.

	

	BAS update
	New curriculum in place.  
	

	“Second Life”
	Brett Drysdale continues using to develop a virtual veterinary clinic as part of her class work.

	

	Harmony, Florida
	No new developments.  Development itself is not progressing due to economy.

	

	Internships
	Internship with Florida Aquarium has first student.  New internship established with Merial in their Atlanta headquarters to begin this summer.  Continue to discuss internships with FVS and TBVS.  Investigate internships with state diagnostic labs.
	Gary Oswald and Shirley Sabin will investigate with their organizations.  Dr Flora will contact state diagnostic labs.

	Next meeting
	Will be in October, 2009.  Attendance through teleconference will be an option.
	Exact date to be determined in August 2009.


New Business

None

