GRAPHIC DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

 MINUTES

FEBRUARY 8, 2006

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Robert Frease,  John Mariner,  Mark Turner,  Eddie Johnson, Michael Berry, Holly Bird, Barbara Randall Kesel, Paul Miehl, Ragan Brown Dr. Joseph Smiley

Absent or Excused: Mary Anna Murphy, Tom Bowers, Ginny Pierce, Kirk Rohlfs

WELCOME

The meeting was called to order at 3:00pm.  Dr. Joseph Smiley welcomed committee members and expressed the college’s appreciation for their continued support.  Members introduced themselves, including a discussion of their background. 

COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION 

The committee agreed to elect a chairperson and vice-chairperson.  Dr. Smiley presided over the election process.  John Mariner nominated Robert Frease to serve as chair of the advisory board.  After allowing for additional nominations and receiving none, a motion was made by John Mariner and seconded by Michael Berry that the nomination be closed on the said name.  The motion was unanimously approved.  By unanimous consent, the members agreed to elect Robert Frease as chairperson of the advisory board.  Holly Bird nominated Michael Berry to serve a vice-chairperson of the advisory board.  After allowing for additional nominations and receiving none, a motion was made by John Mariner and seconded by Holly Bird that the nomination be closed on the said name.  The motion was unanimously approved.  By unanimous consent, the members agreed to elect Michael Berry as vice-chairperson of the advisory board.  Dr. Smiley discussed the duties of the chair and the support provide by his office.  Mr. Frease presided over the remainder of the meeting.

Members reviewed the agenda and accounted for all handouts.   Handouts outlining the proposed A.S. Degree Print Design and Desktop Designer Certificate were passed out to review items discussed at the previous meeting.   Members were also given copies of the COP 1826 approved course outline.   

CURRICULUM PROPOSALS/CHANGES

Mr. Miehl reviewed the proposed merger of the Print and Multimedia track into one.  Members were informed that the Graphic Designed proposal discussed at the last meeting was still under review by the C and I Committee.  Mr. Turner expressed concern about the glut of web people in the market and the importance of more crossover in print and multimedia skills.  Students must have a wide range of experiences.  Upon completing a program, students must know how to talk with customers coming with a wide range of graphic design requests.  Companies that specialize are struggling.

Recommendation:  Focus on students doing well in typography and being solid designers.

Members had additional questions about the software used in certain classes Ragan Brown and Paul Miehl discussed the different types of software used in her classes.  

MARKET REVIEW/TRENDS/ ANALYSIS

Two-year students perform as well on the job as four-year students. The SPC two year graduates can compete with the four year college programs (ex. USF, UF, UCF) because the four year currently do not offer any more graphic design classes than we do in two. A strong four year Bachelors of Science program in graphic design is still recommended for students to be fully prepared to meet current market demands.

Recommendation:  A tracking system should be developed to allow for the better tracking of students after they complete their program.

Recommendation:  Expand the level of advertising that is specific to the program.  Advertising should be made a high priority.
PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES

Members expressed a willingness to come in as guest speakers to help students better understand the types of projects students may be asked to do if hired to work.  Ragan Brown agreed to help facilitate scheduling guest speakers.  
ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR

Paul Miehl reviewed the Portfolio review process.  Members agreed to come in at various points to review student portfolios.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 3, at 10:00 AM.  The meeting adjourned at 4:45pm. 

