Minutes

of the

Advisory Committee

of the 

Paralegal Studies/Legal Assisting Program
St. Petersburg College

October 19, 2006

In attendance:  Rosemarie Kafer, Andy Sasso, Bob McClure, Mary Jane Arbutine, Regina Kavanaugh, James Bennett, Herb Larson, Lia Shafer, John Schaefer,  Susan Demers, Shri Goyal, and Sean Scott.
Absent: Kim Rogers, Nora Bergman, Karen France, Robert Shumaker, Steve Brashear, Suzanne Lomascolo and Tim Kelly.
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 in PT 160 on the Clearwater campus of St. Petersburg College.  

Dr. Anne Cooper, CL provost, welcomed the group and thanked them for their time and contribution to the Paralegal Studies program. Susan Demers shared the sad news of the deaths of Martha Adkins, former program director for Business Technologies and Barbara Adamo, program graduate and long time committee member.

Susan Demers reported on the accreditation process of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  She noted that the college is currently preparing for a site visit and gave the committee basic information on regional accreditation.  She also spoke of other outside accreditations that programs within the college have obtained and what they mean.

There was general discussion about what this might mean for students of the program and students applying to the program.  There was extended discussion about the Florida Common Course Numbering System and what that means in terms of transferability. 

Regina Kavanaugh then reported on the Proposed Rule 20, Florida Registered Paralegal plan currently before the Florida Supreme Court.  Although this voluntary rule is not what the organized paralegal community was hoping for, Regina reported that the largest part of the paralegal community believes that this is an excellent first step.

The remainder of the meeting was devoted to addressing what should be included in the Capstone course for the four year degree program.  The group looked at the existing curriculum for the two year program and then the proposed curriculum for the four year program.
The committee then gave these recommendations:


The portfolio should be continued for the two year program along with work experience.


The four year capstone should include:



Portfolio substantiating paralegal skills.



Service learning component which can serve as work experience.



Capstone project which involves research and a presentation based upon a problem which involves  a working partnership with an attorney.

The committee will assist with the creation of the problems for the presentation.
The committee then reviewed the plans for the development of new courses for the upper division. The suggestion that Administrative Law be offered in the near future found general support within the group, as did Litigation Technology.

The meeting adjourned at 6:05.

