
General Education at St. Petersburg College

Development of SPC’s General Education Program

Under the auspices of a cross-discipline, cross-campus General Education committee, St. Petersburg College conducted a comprehensive review of the trends in General Education and developed a cohesive General Education program ten years ago.  Due to the credit hour limit set by the state, the entire program is reviewed each time the General Education program is modified in length.  The General Education program has been continuously revised and improved, including the following course additions and deletions within the last five years:

	General Education Category
	Improvements

	Communications: 
	Added five Honors courses in American, British, and World Literature

	Mathematics: 
	Expanded to include any college-level Geometry course

	Natural Sciences: 
	

	Biological Science
	Expanded to include any course with a Biology prefix and Nutrition

	Physical Sciences
	Added Earth Science lab

	Social and Behavioral Sciences: 
	Added International relations, and Honors versions of Psychology and World History

	Ethics: 
	Deleted the two-credit Applied Ethics course and added Applied Ethics courses for Health and Public Safety

	Personal Wellness: 
	Deleted when mission and goals changed in 2005

	Computer Competency:  
	Revised to provide three tracks for meeting the computer/information literacy requirement:

	
	a. CTS1101 Basic Computer and Information Literacy 

	
	b. CGS1100 Microcomputer Applications or OST1741Microcomputer Word Processing, CGS1510 Electronic Spreadsheet, and LIS 1102 Electronic Research Strategies

c.  EME2040 Educational Technology


The College’s Mission and Goals are formally revised every five years
 with the latest revision completed in the 2004-2005 academic year
 by a committee representing faculty, administrators, students, community leaders and members of the District Board of Trustees.
  Subsequently reviewing and updating the rationale for the General Education program after the most recent change to the College’s Mission and Goals statement, St. Petersburg College studied the approaches taken by a number of benchmark colleges, including Harvard, SUNY, Portland State University, University of Cincinnati, Montgomery College, Eastern Kentucky University, New Mexico State University, James Madison University, St. Louis Community College, 
 Bergen Community College, and Mercer County Community College and reviewed the literature over the last five years, concluding that the current variants of the General Education program satisfied the mission and goals of the College.  The General Education subcommittee of the Education Oversight Committee reviewed a draft of the Rationale for the General Education Program at St. Petersburg College, developed by the Educational and Student Services department, and adopted and published the rationale in the General Education Manual, the Faculty Manual, and the Curriculum and Instruction Manual.

Rationale of SPC’s General Education Program

The General Education Program at St. Petersburg College strives to introduce all students to the fundamental knowledge, skills, and values that are essential to further study in the major, to the pursuit of life-long learning, to the development of educated, ethical members of the community and the world, and to provide the foundation for becoming an informed, independent, critical thinker who can comprehend, evaluate, and address the issues that human beings face in their personal lives, in their careers, and in community and public affairs.

The Effective Citizen model.  St. Petersburg College has adopted a general education model similar to one of the three models described in Robert Newton’s (2000) Tensions and Models in General Education Planning, the Effective Citizen model, 
 in which the needs of society and the student are emphasized in the general education curriculum.  Coherence is achieved through General Education goals that focus on the skills, knowledge, and values that can be applied in a broad range of situations, from community action to entrepreneurship.  “Real-world” skills important to any profession are intended to help students prepare for their careers:  writing, speaking, listening, teamwork, critical thinking and reading, computer skills, and mathematical problem-solving.  Broad cultural and scientific knowledge provide a context in which to frame future issues and problems.  To address values, twenty years ago SPC was among the first public institutions in the country to include the teaching of ethics as part of the required curriculum, offering a highly practical orientation where students are confronted with issues and dilemmas they are likely to encounter in their personal and professional lives, as well as providing the opportunity for students to study and apply virtues and basic American ideals such as justice, truthfulness, and freedom.  As Newton describes in the Effective Citizen model, “relevancy is emphasized” throughout the curriculum.
  The end result of SPC’s General Education Program is an understanding of the value of life-long learning, as students grow to recognize the changing nature of their world over the course of the program.
Coherence.  The coherence underlying all General Education courses results from their alignment with the General Education goals, monitored through a cyclic three-year review by the Curriculum and Instruction Committee.  SPC has few core courses, electing rather to grant students great freedom in selecting courses that are relevant or interesting to them.  The two core courses all students take at SPC are Composition I and American Government (with Honors variants).  Composition I is universal because writing skills are basic to all other courses in addition to all future endeavors outside the college, but students are allowed to complete their remaining Communication requirement with a wide variety of Literature courses (3 hours) and Speech courses (3 hours).  The American Government General Education courses are universal because they are designed to prepare all students to be informed and engaged voters, but students may select from a broad array of courses to complete their six-hour requirement in Social and Behavioral Sciences to develop their ability to participate in “solving social, economic, and political problems in a multicultural and global society.”  Students must take at least one of two courses available in Western Humanities, but have a wide selection available in art music, philosophy, religion, or Eastern as well as Western humanities courses to complete their six-hour requirement.  Student must take one biological and one physical science, but may take any course from a long list of introductory or advanced science courses because all Science courses designated as General Education courses provide students with the basic scientific understanding to evaluate current scientific issues.  Students may take six hours in any college-level Math course, recognizing the wide variation in student backgrounds in Math upon entering college.  Finally, students may take three hours in a variety of ethics courses tailored toward student academic and career goals. 

Interdisciplinary coursework.  St. Petersburg College also has recognized the value of an interdisciplinary approach in General Education, offering through the Honors College.  St. Petersburg College has created courses similar to those recommended by the Harvard Committee on General Education to its administration in 2005: “a number of year-long courses that would be synoptic and integrative in approach, and topically both wide-ranging and of considerable depth. They should be orientations to large domains of material (texts, ideas, principles, discoveries) that cut across departmental boundaries and academic specialties to provide broad conceptual frameworks for further inquiry and learning.”
  SPC’s interdisciplinary series started over 20 years ago in 1986 and covers 27 hours of General Education courses.  

· Honors Composition I, Honors Western Humanities, Western Civilization

· Honors Composition II, Honors Western Humanities II, Honors Introduction to Speech Communication

· Honors American Government, Honors Studies in Applied Ethics, Honors World Lit II

By allowing the freedom to select courses within a framework, SPC meets the needs of a broad demographic range of students, from Honors students to open-admissions students, from students fresh out of high school to students returning to class after a long break in the world of work while ensuring the goal of developing informed, independent thinkers is met.

Educational Goals of the General Education Program at St. Petersburg College:

To support the mission of St. Petersburg College, the General Education program has the following goals:

1. Communicate effectively by demonstrating the ability to speak, listen, read and write in an organized and analytical manner; 

2. Demonstrate effective mathematical skills emphasizing practical problem solving and data interpretation; 

3. Utilize the scientific method as it applies to understanding scientific and social phenomena; 

4. Recognize basic scientific principles underlying human influence upon the earth and its inhabitants; 

5. Implement appropriate forms of existing and evolving technology for personal, educational, and professional purposes; 

6. Demonstrate the ability to work effectively with others in a variety of settings; 

7. Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the humanities and fine arts including participating in cultural activities featuring art, music, literature, dance and/or theater; 

8. Participate as informed and responsible citizens in solving social, economic and political problems in a multicultural and global society; 

9. Recognize ethical issues and dilemmas in the per​sonal, business and social areas of their lives and apply ethical principles and logical problem-solving skills when making ethical decisions; 

10. Think logically, critically and creatively to solve prob​lems and make decisions; 

11. Recognize the importance of lifelong learning process in the pursuit of personal, intellectual and career development.

 General Education Disciplines

The goals of the General Education program are implemented through the following disciplines:

	
	Credit Hours Required by Type of Degree
	

	Discipline
	AA Degree
	AS, AAS, and 

ATD Degrees
	Related General Education Goals

	Communications
	Total:  9
	Total:  6
	

	Composition I
	3
	3
	Communication, critical thinking, technology, lifelong learning

	Composition II or Literature
	3
	
	Communication, critical thinking, humanities/fine arts technology, lifelong learning

	Speech
	3
	3
	Communication, critical thinking, working with others, lifelong learning 

	Humanities/Fine Arts
	Total:  6
	Total:  3
	

	Humanities
	3
	      3   or
	Humanities/fine arts, communication, critical thinking, lifelong learning, working with others, technology

	Humanities/Fine Arts
	3
	3
	Humanities/fine arts, communication, working with others, critical thinking, lifelong learning, technology

	Mathematics
	Total:  6
	Total:  3
	Math, communication, technology, working with others, critical thinking, lifelong learning

	Computer Information Literacy
	1

(or demonstrated competency)
	1

(or demonstrated competency)
	Technology, critical thinking, lifelong learning

	Natural Sciences
	Total:  7      

(including 1 lab)
	Total:  3
	Scientific method, human influence, technology, working with others, critical thinking, lifelong learning

	Biological Science

Physical Science
	3

3
	
	

	Social and Behavioral Sciences
	Total:  6
	Total:  3
	

	American National Govt.             
	3
	      3  or
	Citizenship, communication, critical thinking, lifelong learning, technology

	Another Social and Behavioral Science Course
	3
	3
	Scientific method, social/economic/political problem solving, communication,  working with others, critical thinking, lifelong learning

	Ethics
	Total:  3
	Total:  3
	Ethics, citizenship communication,  critical thinking, lifelong learning


 Sequence Map for General Education

The College has a systemic method of introducing, enhancing, and reinforcing all the General Education goals, through a General Education Program Sequence Map that identifies where the General Education Outcomes for the College Goals are introduced, enhanced, and reinforced.  In addition, the Florida State Board of Education, in Rule 6A-10.030 - Other Assessment Procedures for College-Level Communication and Computation Skills, commonly referred to as the “Gordon Rule,”  has established a requirement for six hours of English coursework and six hours of additional coursework in which the student is required to demonstrate college-level writing skills through multiple assignments. Each institution shall designate the courses that fulfill the writing requirements of this section.  SPC has defined this as 24,000 words, 14,000 distributed throughout Communications courses and 10,000 distributed throughout Humanities, Social and Behavioral Science, and Ethics courses.  In this way, the College deliberately engages students in developing skills, knowledge, and values throughout their academic career.  Although the State Board of Education eliminated the Gordon rule requirement last year, SPC has chosen to keep the word count distribution.

The General Education Program Sequence Map is shown on the next page.  For each major General Education goal, the course or courses within the General Education program the Sequence Map identifies when a course is introduced, enhanced, or reviewed, using the following legend:

I = Introduces the Goal 

E = Enhances the Goal, i.e., adds new or deeper content 
 

R = Reviews or reinforces the Goal 

General Education Program Sequence Map




I=introduce, E=enhance, R=reinforce
	Discipline

              (Key to courses in each discipline follows sequence map)

Educational Goals: Students will be able to:
	Composition I
	Speech
	Composition II or Literature
	Humanities/Fine Arts
	Ethics
	Social/Behavioral Science
	Computer/Information Literacy
	Mathematics
	Biological Science


	Physical Science

	Communicate effectively by: 

demonstrating the ability to read in an organized and analytical manner; 
	I
	I
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R

	demonstrating the ability to write in an organized and analytical manner;
	I
	I
	E
	R
	E, R
	R
	
	
	
	

	demonstrating the ability to speak in an organized and analytical manner;
	I
	I
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R

	demonstrating the ability to listen in an organized and analytical manner;
	I
	I
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R

	Demonstrate effective mathematical skills emphasizing practical problem solving and data interpretation; 
	
	
	
	
	
	E, R
	
	I, E, R
	
	E, R

	Utilize the scientific method as it applies to understanding scientific and social phenomena; 
	
	
	
	
	
	I, E, R
	
	
	I, E, R
	I, E, R

	Recognize basic scientific principles underlying human influence upon the earth and its inhabitants; 
	
	
	
	
	E, R
	
	
	
	
	I, E, R


	Discipline

              (Key to courses in each discipline follows sequence map)

Educational Goals: Students will be able to:
	Composition I
	Speech
	Composition II or Literature
	Humanities/Fine Arts
	Ethics
	Social/Behavioral Science
	Computer/Information Literacy
	Mathematics
	Biological Science


	Physical Science

	Implement appropriate forms of existing and evolving technology for personal, educational, and professional purposes; 
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	I, E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R

	Demonstrate the ability to work effectively with others in a variety of settings; 
	
	I
	
	E, R
	E, R
	I, E, R
	
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R

	Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the humanities and fine arts including participating in cultural activities featuring art, music, literature, dance and/or theater; 
	
	
	I, E
	I, E, R
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Participate as informed and responsible citizens in solving social, economic and political problems in a multicultural and global society; 
	
	
	
	
	E,R
	E,R
	
	
	
	

	Recognize ethical issues and dilemmas in the per​sonal, business and social areas of their lives and apply ethical principles and logical problem-solving skills when making ethical decisions; 
	
	
	
	E, R
	I, E, R
	
	
	
	E, R
	E, R

	Think logically, critically and creatively to solve prob​lems and make decisions; 
	I, E
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	I, E, R
	E, R
	I, E
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R

	Recognize the importance of lifelong learning process in the pursuit of personal, intellectual and career development.
	I
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R
	I
	E, R
	E, R
	E, R


Prerequisites: Composition I before Composition II

	Key to courses in each discipline

	Discipline
	
	Courses

	Communication
	A.
	ENC 1101
ENC 1121H
	Composition I or
Honors Composition I

	
	B.
	One of the following courses:

	
	
	ENC 1102
ENC 1122H
AML 2010
AML 2020
ENL 2012
ENL 2022
LIT 2110
LIT 2120
	Composition II
Honors Composition II
American Literature I OR Honors AML 2010H 
American Literature II OR Honors AML 2020H 
British Literature I OR Honors ENL 2012H 
British Literature II
World Literature I OR Honors LIT 2110H 
World Literature II OR Honors LIT 2120H 

	
	C.
	One of the following courses:

	
	
	SPC 1600
SPC 1600H
SPC 1016
SPC 1060
	Introduction to Speech Communication
Honors Introduction to Speech Communication
Business and Professional Speaking
Public Speaking OR Honors SPC 1060H 

	Humanities/

Fine Arts
	D.
	One of the following courses:

	
	
	HUM 2210
HUM 2210H
HUM 2233
HUM 2233H
	Western Humanities I (Ancient through Renaissance)
Honors Western Humanities I (Ancient through Renaissance)
Western Humanities II (Baroque to the Present)
Honors Western Humanities II (Baroque to the Present)

	
	E.
	One of the following courses:

	
	
	ARH 1000
ARH 2050
ARH 2051
HUM 2210
HUM 2210H
HUM 2233
HUM 2233H
HUM 2270
HUM 2270H
MUH 1110
MUL 1010
PHI 1010
REL 2300
	Understanding Art
Art History I
Art History II
Western Humanities I (Ancient through Renaissance)
Honors Western Humanities I (Ancient through Renaissance)
Western Humanities II (Baroque to the Present)
Honors Western Humanities II (Baroque to the Present)
Humanities (East-West Synthesis)
Honors Humanities (East-West Synthesis)
Introduction to Music
Introduction to Music History
Introduction to Philosophy
World Religions

	Social/

Behavioral 

Sciences
	F.
	POS 2041
POS 2050H
 
 
AMH 1091
AMH 2010
AMH 2020
AMH 2059
ANT 2000
ANT 2003
ANT 2410
ECO 2013
ECO 2023
EUH 1000
EUH 1001
GEA 2172
GEA 2174
INR 2002
POS 2112
PSY 1012
SYG 2000
SYG 2010
SYG 2221
SYG 2430
WOH 2040
	American National Government or
Honors American Government
AND
One of the following courses:
African-American History
History of the United States to 1865
History of the United States from 1865
The United States in Vietnam
Introduction to Anthropology
Survey of Anthropology
Cultural Anthropology
Principles of Macroeconomics OR Honors ECO 2013H
Principles of Microeconomics OR Honors ECO 2023H
Development of Western Civilization I to 1500
Development of Western Civilization II from 1500
Geography of the Developing World
Geography of the Developed World
International Relations OR Honors INR 2002H
State and Local Government
General Psychology OR Honors PSY 1020H
Introductory Sociology
Social Problems
Women and Society
Marriage and Family
The Twentieth Century OR Honors WOH 2040H

	
	G.
	One of the following courses:

	Ethics
	 
	PHI 1600
PHI 1602H
PHI 1631
PHI 2649
PHI 1603
PHI 2635
	Studies in Applied Ethics
Honors Studies in Applied Ethics
Studies in Professional Ethics
Applied Ethics in Public Safety Professions
Applied Ethics
Health Care Ethics Applied

	Computer/ Information Literacy
 

 
	H.
	COMPETENCY (no minimum credit hours required)
Computer/information literacy competency may be demonstrated by completing one of the following:

	
	1.
	Passing a college-approved Basic Computer/Information Skills Competency Test.

	
	2.
	Successful completion of at least one of the following:
a. CTS 1101 Basic Computer and Information Literacy
b. CGS 1100 Microcomputer Applications (as revised in 2002) OR LIS 1002, CGS 1510 AND OST 1741
c. EME 2040 Introduction to Educational Technology (as revised in 2002), preferred for Education majors

	Mathematics
 
	I.
	Grade of "C" or higher (6 credits)

	
	
	This requirement may be met by completing any two courses with MAC, MAP, MAS, MGF or MTG prefix. STA 2023 may be substituted for any one course.

	Natural 

Sciences
 

 
	J.
	 A minimum of 6 semester hours including at least one laboratory course, shown with an "L" in the prefix, or a laboratory/lecture course shown with a "C" in the prefix.
This requirement may be met by completing 1 and 2 below; OR 9 semester hours (not including a laboratory experience) from a combination of 1 and 2 below; OR a minimum of 12 semester hours from either field alone.

	
	1.
	Biological Sciences (3 credits)
  BOT 1000C 
  BSC 1005 
  BSC 1005L 
  BSC 2010-2010L  

  BSC 2011-2011L 
  BSC 1083-1083L 
  BSC 1085-1085L 
  BSC 1086-1086L 
  BSC 1930 
  BSC 2250C 
  HUN 1201 
  MCB 2010-2010L 
  OCB 1000C 
	Botany with Lab 

Biological Science 

Biological Science Lab 

Biology I Cellular Processes/Lab

Biology II Organisms and Ecology/Lab

Human Anatomy/Lab

Human Anatomy and Physiology I/Lab

Human Anatomy and Physiology II/Lab

Biological Issues

Field Biology of Florida

Plants and Animals with Lab

Science of Nutrition

Microbiology and Lab

Biology of Marine Life

	
	2.
	Physical Sciences (3 credits)
  AST XXXX 
  

  CHM XXXX 
  GLY XXXX 
  PHY XXXX 
  PSC XXXX 
  EVS 1001  

  ISC 1001L 
  ISC 1004C 
  ISC 1141 
  ISC 1141L 
  MET 2010 
  OCE 2001 
  OCE 2001L 
	Astronomy prefix course

(NOTE: Students taking AST 1002 cannot also receive credit for AST 1003 and AST 1004) 

Chemistry prefix course

Geology prefix course

Physics prefix course

Physical Science prefix course

Introduction to Environmental Science
Methods of Science Laboratory

Physical Science Matters

Earth Sciences

Earth Science Lab

Introductory Meteorology

Introduction to Oceanography

Oceanography Laboratory


Process for Proposing New General Education Courses 

At the beginning of each year, the C & I chair will appoint a subcommittee to consider general education proposals.  It will be composed of a faculty member from each major discipline and at least one administrator and chaired by the chair of C & I.  All normal C & I forms should be completed in addition to the following Course Proposal for St. Petersburg College General Education Requirement.

	Course Proposal for St. Petersburg College General Education Requirement

1. Date:

2. Department making the proposal:

3. General Education Category:

4. Course title:

5. Course prefix:              Number:              Credit hours:

6. This course is:  proposed    _______    existing   _______

7. Course prerequisites:  

A general education course should have minimal or no prerequisites.  If there is a prerequisite, it must be an already approved general education course.

1. Describe the instructional format of the course,  (e.g. lecture, blended, online, service learning, group projects and presentations, writing assignments, library assignments etc.)

2. Describe how this courses meets the overall goal of the SPC general education program as stated below:

The General Education Program at St. Petersburg College strives to introduce all students to the fundamental knowledge, skills, and values that are essential to further study in the major, to the pursuit of life–long learning, to the development of educated, ethical members of the community and the world, and to provide the foundation for becoming an informed, independent, critical thinker who can comprehend, evaluate and address the issues that human beings face in their personal lives, in their careers, and in community and public affairs.

1. Identify the specific general education category to which it would belong and describe how it meets the definition of that category.  
2. General Education courses should be broad-based, providing coverage of a wide range of topics related to the discipline.  Describe how the proposed course meets this requirement.
3. List by campus faculty who are credentialed to teach this course.  (check with the credentialing office)

4. List with estimated price any new equipment which is necessary for this course.



� Board of Trustees approval of SPC Goals and Objectives, 1999-2000


� Board of Trustees approval of SPC Goals and Objectives, 2005-2006


� Committee Membership List and Meeting Agenda


� Newton, R. (2000). Tensions and models in general education planning.


� Ibid


� Report of the Committee on General Education, Harvard University, November 2005
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