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A.
Course Description:

Prerequisite: (ENC 0020 and REA 000) or EAP 1695 or appropriate score on the SPC placement test. This survey course provides a comprehensive examination of the American political system. Through this course students will become familiar with theory, organization, principles, and function of the American national government, and various elements within the political system that work to shape policy outcomes. This course partially satisfies the writing requirements outlined in the General Education Requirements. Credit is not given for both POS 2041 and POS 2050H. 47 contact hours.

B.
Major Learning Outcomes:


1.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of government.


2.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American federal system.

3.
The student will demonstrate understanding of the various philosophical, cultural and political experiences that impacted the creation and evolution of principles and values of the American political system.


4.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental principles and features of the original Constitution of 1787.


5.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of civil liberties as contained in the Constitution and interpreted by the courts.


6.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of various movements to secure civil rights protections.


7.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and functions of the legislative branch.


8.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and functions of the executive branch.


9.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and functions of the judicial branch.


10.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the nature of policy making and the factors that work to shape policy outcomes.


11.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of political parties and interest groups, and the impact of public opinion and political participation by diverse groups on the American political system.


12.
The student will demonstrate increased ability in writing.

C.
Course Objectives Stated in Performances Terms:


1.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of government by defining government and describing its purpose and function.


2.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American federal system by:



a.
defining and recognizing the arrangement of governmental power under federal systems.



b.
defining and recognizing the arrangement of governmental power under unitary systems.



c.
defining and recognizing the arrangement of governmental power under confederal systems.


3.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the various philosophical, cultural and political experiences that impacted the creation and evolution of principles and values of the American political system by:



a.
examining the significance of incidents provoking opposition to British rule.



b.
examining the values and theories incorporated in the Declaration of Independence. 


c.
outlining the structural arrangement of government under the Articles of Confederation.



d.
summarizing the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

4. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental principles and features of the original Constitution of 1787 by summarizing:




(1)
popular sovereignty




(2)
limited government




(3)
separation of powers




(4)
checks and balances




(5)
representative government




(6)
federalism - horizontal and vertical


5.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of civil liberties as contained in the Constitution and interpreted by the courts by:



a.
examining the liberties contained in the original Constitution.


b.
examining the liberties contained in the Bill of Rights and other amendments to the Constitution.


c.
examining the role of the United States Supreme Court in interpreting the liberties identified in the Bill of Rights and other amendments to the Constitution.

d.
explaining how the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment is used to selectively incorporate liberties in the Bill of Rights.


6.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of various movements to secure civil rights protections by:



a.
defining civil rights and examining the concept of equality.



b.
summarizing the importance of the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.



c.
examining the history and evolution of African-Americans’ rights, women’s rights, and other civil rights movements.

7.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and functions of the legislative branch by:


a.
outlining the powers of Congress.


b.
examining the differences and similarities between the two chambers of Congress.


c.
explaining the law-making process of Congress.


8.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and functions of the executive branch by:


a.
identifying the constitutional responsibilities of the president.


b.
identifying the informal roles of the president.


c.
outlining the responsibilities of the Executive Office of the President.


d.
explaining the presidential election process and the role of the electoral college.


e.
outlining the bureaucracy and its responsibilities.


9.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and functions of the judicial branch by:


a.
outlining the federal court system.


b.
identifying the jurisdiction of district courts, circuit courts, and the Supreme Court.


c.
identifying and defining the types of law.


d.
explaining the federal judicial appointment process.


e. explaining the meaning of judicial review.


10.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the nature of policy-making and the factors that work to shape policy outcomes by:


a.
defining domestic and foreign policy and identifying the process determining priorities of policies.

b.
explaining the role of the executive and legislative branches in formulation and implementation of domestic and foreign policy.


c.
recognizing contextual influences on foreign and domestic policy-making.


11.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of political parties and interest groups and the impact of public opinion and political participation by diverse groups on the American political system by:


a.
describing the development and function of political parties.


b.
examining the impact of public opinion on public policy emanating from government institutions.


c.
examining the importance of the campaign process, voting and elections to a representative democracy.


d.
describing the functions and identifying the various types of interest groups.


e.
describing the strategies used by interest groups and their impacts on policy-making.

12. The student will demonstrate increased ability in writing by planning and writing one or more of the following (all of which will be evaluated):

(1)
research, analysis, outline, evaluation or other types of papers completed outside of the direct classroom experience.

(2)
research, analysis, outline, journal, evaluation or other types of essays completed during the direct classroom experience.

(3)
any type of expository, evaluative, persuasive or personal response writing as described in the college publication entitled "A Resource Manual for Writing Across the Curriculum."

D.
Criteria Performance Standard:

Upon successful completion of the course the student will, with a minimum of 70% accuracy, demonstrate mastery of each of the above stated objectives through classroom measures developed by individual course instructors.
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