
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES PROGRAM - ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

DATE:  Thursday, March 21, 2019       Time/Place: 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM in SA 135 

 

Members Present:  George Carbart, Jenelle Thompson, Michelle Christie, Roland Martens, Frances Cato, 

Joseph Chaney 

 

Absent Members:  Antonio Seay, Jessie Williams, Maria Climes, Rebecca Ashley-Munoz, Jennifer Galley, 

Aliyah Eberhart, Alex Ferreria, Gemma Valentina 
 

Topic Discussion/Recommendations Action 

   

Greetings 
George Carbart- Called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM. and 

greeted everyone.  

Introduction 

completed 

 

Summer of 

Success 2019 

Brochure / 

Enrollment 

Goals 

George Carbart: Gave an overview of the 6-week SOS program 

which begins June 17 – July 26. Explained that the applications are 

now available for students to complete and told the advisory board 

to inform high school seniors to apply. 25 students will be selected 

from each of the four SOS locations which includes the following 

SPC campuses: Clearwater, Gibbs, Seminole, and Tarpon Springs.  

 

The College Experience course has been removed due to students 

who were dually enrolled, had completed the course which is a 

direct conflict with joining the SOS Program. It has been replaced 

with the Smart Start class which is similar, and gives students 

information on how to use their MySPC account as well as all the 

resources available to help them succeed in their classes. The Smart 

Start class is typically a 4-week course, but is now a 3-4 hour 

orientation. Intro to Speech is a new addition as well, but the 

Computer Literacy course will remain. At the conclusion of the SOS 

Program students will have completed four credits which are 

necessary classes in order to graduate. 

 

Roland Martens: Asked about the process of getting high school 

seniors informed about the SOS Program. 

 

George Carbart: Explained that SPC recruiters are utilized as they 

are already going to the high schools that are used for recruitment 

for SOS. They are asked to take some of the SOS brochures with 

them to leave at the high schools. In addition, the advisors at each of 

the four locations reaches out to the guidance counselors at the high 

schools in their area, to find time to speak in classrooms or during 

lunch.  

 

Michelle Christie: Asked if the students can be outside Pinellas 

county and be eligible for the SOS program. 

 

George Carbart: Majority of the students selected are within 

Pinellas county, but the Tarpon Springs campus will sometimes 

recruit students within Pasco or Hillsborough counties. 

 

Handed out 

SOS 2019 

brochures for 

review 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Michelle Christie: Asked if there are 25 students within the SOS 

program total or for each campus. 

 

George Carbart: There will be 25 students for each of the four 

SPC campuses mentioned previously. This will total 100 students 

within the SOS program for 2019. 

 

Joseph Chaney: Asked if students who intend to go to another 

college for example FAMU for the fall semester, still eligible for the 

SOS program. Also, if students who are planning a trip are 

considered. 

 

George Carbart: Students who are selected for the SOS program 

are those who will be attending SPC in the fall semester. That was 

the classes that they complete will directly satisfy the required 

credits at SPC. The student must also be able to commit to the entire 

6-week program. If there are trips planned or any conflicts during 

that time, then that student is not selected. 

 

George Carbart: One of the useful aspects of SOS, is that those 

students can be recruited for the SSS program as well. SOS looks 

for students who are first generation, low income or disabled. These 

are the same qualifications for the SSS program which means that 

the SOS students will be eligible for SSS and can fill any empty 

slots during the fall open period for new students. 

 

George Carbart: Invited the board member to the SOS awards 

ceremony which will take place on Friday, July 26 at the SPC 

Seminole campus. 

SSS Current 

Enrollment 

George Carbart: Discussed the number of students enrolled as well 

as those who have graduated from SPC. 147 students are currently 

enrolled in the spring term. 17 students graduated during the fall 

semester, and others who dropped out or stopped out from SPC. The 

SSS program used to assist 160 students, but the Department of 

Education (DOE) increased the number to 167. 

 

George Carbart: The Annual Performance Report that the 

Department of Education requests every years was completed on 

February 11. The report was due on March 8. The DOE requests this 

to know what happened to SSS students from the previous year, and 

to make sure the required objectives are being met. This includes 

persistence rate, showing students who enroll year to year. Making 

sure students have a good academic standing and graduates as well 

as transfers to a 4-year university. 

 

SSS 

Prospective 

Spring Grads 

SPG and CL 

George Carbart: Mentioned that at the conclusion of the spring 

semester there is a projected number of 10-12 students graduating. 
 



SSS End of 

Session Report: 

Fall 2018 

George Carbart: Explained the report and focused in on areas that 

deal with the percentage of students who have passed the classes 

that they were enrolled in as well as the section that shows if 

students are enrolled in the upcoming semester. Pinpointed the area 

that shows the students who have graduated from SPC. Other 

important areas deal with the students meeting SAP. Once a student 

is on warning, more attention is given to help them before they 

reach probation. Students who are struggling with their academics 

are not allowed to attend trips, as their main focus needs to be on 

their grades and building them back up. 

Handed out 

the 

SSS/TRIO 

End of 

Session 

Report for 

Term 550 

(Fall 2018) 

SSS Program 

Calendar of 

Events 2018-

2019 

George Carbart: Gave an overview of the events that are 

happening and upcoming for the Gibbs and Clearwater campuses. 

The most recent seminar for Stress & Anxiety with 38 students in 

attendance, 23 students are in the SSS program.  

 

There have been cultural events added in addition to college tours 

such as The Dali Museum, Lowry Park Zoo, The Florida Aquarium, 

and The Ringling Museum. In the future, hoping to take students to 

the Miami area and visiting the colleges there. Trips that have a long 

distance include an overnight stay in a hotel. The upcoming trip to 

FAMU & FSU in May, is one of the overnight trips. In the past, 

students were taken to the capitol while in Tallahassee. The trip was 

also moved from the fall semester to the spring semester. 

 

Frances Cato: Asked about the trip to FAMU & FSU, wondering if 

that trip is to encourage students to transfer from SPC instead of 

staying and completing their Bachelor’s at SPC. 

 

George Carbart: It is written in the grant that students must be 

exposed that SSS students must be exposed to 4-year universities. 

The grant has the SSS program at SPC listed as a 2-year program 

only, which means that once a student has completed their 

Associate’s degree they have graduated out of the program. 

 

Joseph Chaney: Asked if a student comes to SPC intending to 

transfer, would they be eligible for the SSS program. 

 

George Carbart: The student is still eligible for the program and is 

expected to graduate and transfer, but if they choose they can stay at 

SPC to complete their Bachelor’s 

 

Handed out 

SSS calendar 

of events for 

Gibbs and 

Clearwater 

campuses 

SSS Advisory 

Committee – 

Ways to Engage 

Review  

George Carbart: Asked the board what they would like to do to 

help students at SPC who are looking for jobs or need help with 

academics. Encouraged everyone to give ideas of engagement that 

will help in future years on things that the board wants to lend a 

hand with, and for SPC as a whole not just the SSS Advisory Board. 

 

New members will be added to the SSS advisory board and would 

like suggestions if the current members know anyone who would 

like to join. Housing is a big issue with students and unfortunately 

SSS does not have much to offer in that area. Requested any 

Handed out 

the Advisory 

Committee – 

Ways to 

Engage 

survey 



contributions that board members could give to be able to assist 

students more with housing as well as other personal issues. 

 

Questions, 

Comments, and 

Concerns 

Michelle Christie: Talked about scholarship opportunities that have 

become available to students. High school students as well as 

undergrad students are eligible for the scholarship and can receive 

up to $2,500. 

 

George Carbart: Asked about the guidelines and deadline. 

 

Michelle Christie: The scholarship entry opened in February and 

will close June 1. Students need to be in good academic standing, 

have work as well as volunteer hours, show school involvement, 

honors and awards. 

 

In addition to this scholarship there is a savings challenge going on 

to help not just students but everyone learns how to save money and 

end with $1,378 at the conclusion of the year. 

 

Joseph Chaney: The challenge is successful and helps students 

think about how they spend and creates discipline. 

 

George Carbart: Made comments about the importance of money 

management and fixed incomes. Talked about bills that can be 

controlled and those that are fixed. The newspaper is no longer a 

necessity for coupons as they can be found online these days. 

 

Roland Martens: Asked about competition with PTEC and SPC as 

PTEC offers a lot of 4-year programs verses SPC. 

 

George Carbart: PTEC offers a lot of certificates to get students 

working now. So it depends on what the student is looking for 

jobwise to decide if attending PTEC or SPC is right for them.  

 

Joseph Chaney: PTEC will get people working. Their programs are 

good for getting adults up and running. 

 

 

 

Next Meeting Thursday, May 9, 2019 

Meeting 

adjourned at 

5:15 PM 

 

 


