STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES PROGRAM - ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

DATE: Thursday, October 10, 2019

Time/Place: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM in SA 135

Members Present: George Carbart, Jenelle Thompson, Roland Martens, Antonio Seay, Larissa Jones

Absent Members: Eli Richardson, Michelle Christie, Frances Cato, Joseph Chaney, Gladys Rich, Jesse Williams

Topic

Greetings

Discussion/Recommendations

George Carbart: Called the meeting to order at 3:45 PM.

Action

Introduction
completed

Summer of
Success 2019
Report

George Carbart: Discussed the results of the 2019 Summer of
Success (SOS) Program which began June 17th and ended July
26th. There were 25 students at each of the four campuses,
Clearwater, Gibbs, Seminole, and Tarpon Springs. Explained that
the first page is at a glance of students enrolled, ethnicity and
gender.

Clearwater campus will have a new instructor for the speech class as
there were some conflicts with the professor. The new application
for SOS 2020 is not available online yet but will be soon. The
process to review applications typically starts in January. The
website is live for interested students to read about the SOS program
and prepare themselves once the application is live.

Handed out the
SOS 2019 Final
Report

SSS Annual
Performance
Report Update

George Carbart: Explained what the APR report is and that it is
submitted once every year to the Department of Education (DOE).
This report shows what happened in the previous year with the
students that were in the program, such as who graduated,
transferred, or dropped out. The report for this year goes over the
2018-2019 academic year. The report is due on Friday, December 6.
The report is currently being worked on now and should be
completed by mid-November.

SSS New
Brochures
2019-20

George Carbart: Went over the new Student Support Services
(SSS) Program brochures that included new information in regards
to the multicultural events that have been added on for students to
visit museums, art shows, zoos and more. During the 2018-2019
year students visited The Dali Museum, Lowry Park Zoo, Florida
Aquarium, and The Ringling Museum. This year the Chihuly
Collection and Imagine Museum were added on.

College tours are done as well and so far this year students have
visited the University of South Florida in Tampa on October 4th,
and coming up on October 25th is the University of Florida trip in
Gainesville. Next year in January for the spring semester, students
will go on a tour to the University of Central Florida in Orlando.
There will also be trips for the University of South Florida in St.

Handed out the
new SSS
Brochures




Petersburg, Florida A&M University, and Florida State University
in Tallahassee. Things are still being planned for the spring
semester, but upon completion, all board members will receive a
calendar of events.

SSS 2019-20
Goals/Objectives
Department of
Education -
Serve 167

George Carbart: Informed the board members that last year the
DOE changed the number of students that are served from 160 to
167. With the increased number of students, the DOE also increased
the budget to help maintain the higher number of students

Handed out the
DOE
Goals/Objectives

SSS Program
Calendar of
Events 2019-20

George Carbart: Talked about the events that each campus has for
the students and that each calendar is different per campus.
Expressed the need for speakers for the SSS seminars and asked
board members to suggest people that could come in to discuss
topics dealing with credit, car buying and more.

Handed out the
Calendar of
Events for
Clearwater and
Gibbs campuses

SSS Board
Member Goals
for 2019-20

George Carbart: Asked the board members to provide any
information that they have in regards to job openings or internships
that are available for students. SPC is hosting job fairs for students,
but more information is always welcomed. Requested any
recommendations that the board members can give in regards to
businesses that students who join the SOS Program, can tour
throughout the six weeks of the program. Suggestions will be taken
into consideration for the 2020 SOS program.

Questions,
Comments, and
Concerns

George Carbart: Expressed the desire to add volunteer services for
the SSS program, such as a beach cleanup, or painting homes.
Asked for any suggestions that the advisory board can give to help
plan areas for the students. Would like to have one volunteer project
in the fall semester and another in the spring. There could also be
projects for toy drives or food drives as well.

Larissa Jones: Mentioned that the High Achievers Club has a
group that helps with bagging the toys once they are received for the
kids. This could be something that SSS students could participate in
as well.

Roland Martens: Asked about the huge difference in GPA for the
Clearwater campus for the 2019 SOS program, and why it was so
low.

George Carbart: Explained that the speech professor was not a
good fit for the SOS students, and that the students had a difficult
time passing the class. There are some professors that are not used
to the immaturity of the students that they receive for SOS and may
forget that the class is full of 17-18 year olds. All of the professors
for the SOS program are informed that that students are young and




may present some difficulties as well as need additional assistance
that their typical class would not. Next year there will be a new
professor for the speech class at the Clearwater campus and
hopefully the students’ grades will improve, as the professor should
understand how to handle that type of group.

Larissa Jones: Talked about an assistance that students who have
children under the age of 18 can receive financial help during their
last 18 credit hours. This assistance is provided by The City of St.

Petersburg and it is called the Wrap Around Grant.

George Carbart: Asked if this assistance is for Pinellas County as a
whole or strictly for students at St. Petersburg College.

Larissa Green: Replied that the grant is for all of Pinellas County
and that in addition to assisting students with their last 18 credit
hours, that the grant will also cover the cost for final exams, books,
and equipment for students who are in the nursing program.

George Carbart: Asked Antonio Seay if there was anything new
with Financial Aid and to confirm that the new Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) should be completed in January for
the 2020-21 academic year.

Antonio Seay: Explained that the FAFSA actually opened on
October 1st for students to complete and that their 2018 taxes will
be used. The financial aid office is currently trying to get students to
complete their FAFSA early so that they can receive state money.
SPC is having a FAFSA night to help students complete it and have
financial counselors available to answer any questions.

Antonio Seay: Provided information regarding the Child Care
Grant to give students a stipend for child care while they are in
school. The total grant amount is $300,000 from the Department of
Education to help SPC give vouchers to students for childcare.

Roland Martens: Suggested that speakers for Kona Associates may
be able to come in and speak with SSS students for seminars and
workshops.

George Carbart: Asked Roland to provide information regarding
the next meeting that Kona Associates will have to be able to attend
and ask about getting a speaker for SSS and possibly a tour for SOS
students.

Next Meeting

Thursday, March 26, 2019

Meeting
adjourned at
4:15 PM




