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Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Advisory Committee Meeting 

Seminole Campus UP 303 

7:30 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

 

Attendance: Dr. Bob Arnold, Belinthia Berry, Christ Cate, Suzanne Christman, Dr. James 

Connolly, Denise Costello, Marie Couch, Dr. Susan Garrett, Pat Gehant, David Hopkins, Sean 

Kennedy, Cecelia O’Dowd, Joan Read, Danielle Ruiz, Rhonda Sanborn, Fred Tucker & Kathleen 

Waugh 

 

7:30 – 7:45 Introductions      Dr. Bob Arnold 

 

The Meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Dr. Bob Arnold and introductions were made. 

 

 

7:45 – 8:10 New Offerings & Events    Dr. James Connolly 

 

 Belinthia Berry, Global Corporate College Program Director 

 Dr. Susan Garrett, Workforce Institute Program Director 

 

  Global Corporate College (GCC) Update  Belinthia Berry 

 

St. Petersburg College is up to date with:  

 GCC contract fulfillment which includes: 

o Co-branding with GCC 

o Updated website  

o Email marketing 

o Executive breakfast in 2016  

We have partnered with: 

o Lara Sharp, Program Director for Engineering Technology 

o Raymond James 

o Melitta 

o Ashley Furniture  

o Hill International 

o Port of Tampa- discussed new opportunities 

 

  The Workforce Institute    Dr. Susan Garrett 

 

Dr. Susan Garrett reviewed the first 100 days: 

 188 tests were taken 

 164 individuals have jobs and three of those are six figure jobs. They will continue to 

track numbers. 

http://www.spcollege.edu/corporate-training/


\ 

  Dr. Garrett introduced Fred Tucker and David Hopkins. They are making strong 

relationships with organizations: 

o Goodwill 

o Salvation Army 

o Urban League 

 

8:10 – 8:50 Business Issues and Open Discussion    Dr Bob Arnold  
 

 Dr. Arnold opened discussion with the question: Are we moving quicker?   

 Dr. Connolly responded: We are nimble. Not only do we work with organizations but we 

work with hundreds of students who want to get licensed online. Also, we had 300 

certifications last year. We have a goal of 450 this year.  

 Pat Gehant suggested that SAP & Biometrics would be good certifications to look into. 

 Marie Couch mentioned that we have a contract with SAP to offer it online.  

 Rhonda Sanborn suggested that we look into the hospitality industry as 350k jobs are 

going to be needed. People need to understand that it’s an appealing industry and you can 

move up quickly.  

 Sean Kennedy suggested that we work with startups and offer prototypes on the 3D 

printers as this is a very expensive aspect for startups. Great opportunity to create 

relationships with entrepreneurs.  

 Danielle Ruiz suggested that since there are a lot of startups, SPC should be the central 

point for them. Startups could come to SPC and we could disperse their needs. 

 Dr. Connolly ended saying that next year we hope to be working with Innovation Center 

once we get Global Corporate College and the Workforce Institute settled in.  
 

8:50 Wrap-Up - Feedback      Dr. Bob Arnold 

 

In closing, Dr. Arnold explained that he is excited to hear updates in February as there are so many 

new initiatives going on.  

 

 

Next meeting:    

        

February 18, 2016 at 7:30am at the EpiCenter 


